30/ 07/ 1997

Call to review human rights charter backed

MALAYSI A has found allies in Indonesia, Philippines and China in its cal
for a review of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights but the US and
t he European Uni on oppose such an initiative.

I ndonesi an Foreign Mnister Ali Alatas, Philippine Foreign Secretary
Dom ngo L. Siazon Jr and Chinese Foreign Mnister Qan Q chen yesterday
expressed support for a revision of the 49-year-old Decl arati on.

Econom ¢ Advi ser to the Governnment Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n had nade the
suggestion on Saturday which was supported by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad the fol |l owi ng day.

Al atas, speaking at a joint press conference at the end of the Post
M ni steral Conference in Petaling Jaya yesterday, said: "I don't think we
shoul d be absolutists in saying that there is no place for a review

" (areview) is not to dilute anything... we want to see if we can
create a better balance... in response to the real situation in the
worl d," he said.

Furthernore, there are now sone 120-odd devel opi ng and new y i ndependent
countries which did not participate in the debate to draft the 1948
Decl arati on.

Al at as expressed surprise that Daims suggestion was interpreted as an
attenpt to dilute individual rights.

"I don't think that is necessarily or automatically the purpose.
Everybody knows that human rights do not only consist of individual
political and civil liberties. People are now nore aware that econom c,
cultural and social rights are just as inportant,” he said, adding that
there should be proportionality in treating all these rights.

Dai m had proposed a review of the Declaration in the interest of al
parties and as part of the ongoing process to reformthe UN structure. Dr
Mahat hir said Mal aysia may subnmit a proposal to the UNto pursue the
nmatter.

The Decl arati on contains 28 articles which cover civil and political
rights |like freedomof speech, novenent, association and educati on.

Si azon said the Philippines believes a review, of any of the UN
charters, would | ead to i nprovenents.

"W may not agree on the basic objective of a review but | don't think
anyone shoul d contest the need for one, of any docunent of any system
after a certain tine," he said.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, who chaired the joint
press conference, said the Human R ghts Convention is a huge one.

"W are aware that sonme countries are against (a review)... | do not
expect the US to say yes... The US may have strong views on human rights,
so do we."

Abdul I ah said countries which attended the Wrld Conference on Hurman
Rights in Vienna in 1993 had only discussed their own political
experiences and expectations but stopped short of calling for a revision
of the Declaration

Q an, speaking through an interpreter, said there are over 60 covenants
on human rights and not one country has acceded to all of them

China, he said, has acceded to 17 while the US, the self-proclained
chanpi on of human rights, has ironically acceded to only 15.

"I know that the US has done many human rights reports on nany countries
but it has not done one on its own situation.



"I nstead, we (China) have done reports on the US human rights situation
But | don't see nmuch (coverage of the matter) in the nedia," he added.

Meanwhi | e, EU representative Mchiel Patijn, who is the Foreign
Secretary of the Netherlands, said the EUis "slightly surprised that the
i ssue of a review of the UN Charter of Human Ri ghts was brought up."

"Menbers of the EU absolutely refuse to agree to such an exercise,” he
sai d.

US Secretary of State Madel ei ne Al bright had said during the "Asean Pl us
One" neeting, chaired by Indonesia, that the USwill be "relentless inits
opposition to any attenpt to water down the Decl aration.”

US Undersecretary for Econom c, Business and Agricultural Affairs Stuart
E. Ei zenstat, speaking at the joint press conference, found it
"remar kabl e" that there is a serious effort to "dilute the universa
val ues of individual rights".

The US has always viewed itself as "a society that is in search of
i mprovenment and perfection," he said.

"... we know we have not reached (perfection) in human rights or in any
ot her areas. W have a long way to go frombeing perfect."

He said US does not vary its human rights canpaign according to the size
of a country or in terns of how rmuch it values the bilateral relations.

"W try to call themas fair as we can

"Wt certainly do not nmince our words.

"We don't discrimnate. W are only responding to the universal UN
Decl arati on,"” he sai d.

( END)



	Call to review human rights charter backed (NST 30/07/1997)

