29/ 01/ 1997

Call to stop pupils loitering at outlets

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The CGovernment shoul d take effective neasures to
ensure that school children do not loiter at entertai nment and gamnbling
centres, DAP National vice-chairman Dr Tan Seng G aw sai d t oday.

He said the trend woul d pose serious problens to youths, thus affecting
t he devel opnent and security of the country.

"Naturally, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad and nost
Mal aysi ans do not want to see these centres pronoting unhealthy activities
such as prostitution, drug addiction and the spread of H V/ AIDS," he said
in a statenent.

Dr Tan, who is also the MP for Kepong, was commenting on Dr Mahathir's
directive to all State Governnents and | ocal authorities to tighten
supervi sion on entertai nment outlets under their jurisdiction.

He hoped the Governnent could introduce a single schooling session which
required pupils to stay in schools until 4pm

"This will ensure all pupils go home straight instead of frequenting
t hese centres

"However, owing to various factors such as shortage of classroons, it is
still not possible for the Government to inmplenent this," Dr Tan said.
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