13/ 11/ 1997
Call to table notion of confidence in Dr Ms | eadership

A. Kat hirasen; Al ex Choong; Chok Suat Ling

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Bari san Nasi onal Backbenchers C ub has called on
the Government to table a confidence notion in Parliament as soon as
possi bl e to express support for Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and to protest against the resolution of the 34 United States
Congr essnen.

Speaki ng at a Press conference at Parlianment | obby, BBC chairman Ruhanie
Ahmad hoped the Government woul d tabl e the notion soon, adding that the
support of all Opposition MPs woul d be sought.

Ruhani e nade the statenment hours before Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Anwar |brahimtold a Press conference that he would table a nmotion in the
Dewan Rakyat soon in support of the Prime Mnister and to condenn the
draft resolution of the Congressmen and the |etter which they had sent to
Dr Mahathir.

He said Mal aysia was an i ndependent, free and sovereign country which
practi sed a denocratic system

He said the proposal by the Congressnen showed unil ateral persona
interference in the running of a free and i ndependent country, adding that
Dr Dr Mahathir had received full support fromthe people in handling the
current econonic probl ens.

The Congressnen, through a draft resolution and a letter to Dr Mahathir
had dermanded t hat he make a public apol ogy or resign for his purported
anti-senmitic and anti-American remarks.

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said the party stood
firmy behind Dr Mahathir's | eadership.

The resolution followed Dr Mahathir's so-called remarks on Cct 10 that a
Jewi sh conspiracy was behind the depreciation of the ringgit and attacks
on stock markets in Southeast Asia.

Dr Mahat hir had, however, clarified the follow ng day that he did not
say efforts to i npede the Ml aysi an econony and of other Mislimcountries
were due to a Jew sh conspiracy.

Mal aysi an Admi nistrative and Di pl omati c Service Associ ati on presi dent
Datuk Dr Johari W©Mat said the resolution not only challenged the
sovereignty and rights of a nation but seened to be very "arrogant, proud
and hi gh- handed".

"It disregards the spirit of international friendship. The association
feels strongly that this sort of nmove nust not only be stopped but shoul d
be depl ored at the highest."

In Penang, the State DAP has criticised the resolution and has al so
expressed support for Dr Mahathir and the governnent in its efforts to
over conme the econoni c probl ens.

Its political bureau chairman K Bal asundaram sai d: "The Penang DAP
consi ders the devel opnents relating to the resolution and a nove by the US
Governnent to investigate Petronas' business dealings in Iran as gross
interference in the internal affairs of Ml aysia."

He said no self-respecting country should all ow such interference
wi t hout the strongest protest and objection.

"I't is no business of the USto force a change of political |eadership
in Mal aysia. Whether Dr Mahathir remains as Prinme Mnister should be
deci ded by Mal aysi ans. "
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