22 FEB 1997
CAP- H ghway
CAP REGRETS HI GHLAND HI GHWAY PRQJECT W LL GO AHEAD

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 22 (Bernama) -- The Consuners' Association of Penang
(CAP) regrets that the proposed highway |inking Genting H ghlands, Fraser's
Hi 1l and Canmeron Hi ghlands will be built.

Its president S.M Mhamed Idris said the project should not proceed as
it had the potential to be an environnental catastrophe

Al t hough the prinme mnister had given an assurance that the hi ghway
woul d be built with miniml danmage to the environnent, it was stil
dangerous, given the nature of the project on a very highly sensitive
ecosystem he said in a statenent, here.

Datuk Seri Dr WMahathir Mhanmad, who said that the project would proceed
yest erday, al so asked non-governnental organi sations not to be take a
fanati cal approach towards devel opnent of highl ands

He said the people should have access to enjoy the beautiful places in
the country.

Idris said the Main Range, where the three hill resorts are |ocated,
was a vital life support system for peninsular Ml aysia and highlands were
vul nerable to soil erosion due to steep slopes and high rainfall

Apart from the environmental concerns, there were also serious concerns
to public safety, given the experiences of slope collapses at the
Nort h- South Hi ghway in Gua Tenpurung, Genting Hi ghlands Road, the East-West
H ghway and Karak Hi ghway, he added.

Idris also said that adopting a prudent and cautious approach towards
t he proposed hi ghway should not be seen as being fanati cal

"On the contrary, the governnent should not be fanatical about
devel opnent at the expense of ecological considerations," he added
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