22/ 09/ 1997

CM Barisan has proved detractors wong

TAWAU, Sun. - The concept of smart partnership in the Barisan Nasional has
dissolved the nyth that in a multi-racial environment it is difficult for
a | eader, especially one of a communal party, to persuade its supporters
to make concessions for others.

Chief M nister Datuk Yong Teck Lee said efforts to naintain a cordi al
relati onship anong the State BN conmponents represented a recurring

chal | enge.

As such he said those who still had doubts about the effectiveness of
the Bari san Nasi onal should attenpt to understand the smart partnership
concept.

Yong, who is Sabah Progressive Party (SAPP) president, was speaking at
the opening of the party's fourth annual congress here.

The SAPP congress, attended by about 1,500 del egates, was opened by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad.

"The concept of smart partnership also anplifies the need for Sabah to
be part of the national nmainstream W need our partners...in some cases,
nore than they need us," he said.

Yong said the smart partnership in the context of BN politics had
further reinforced the belief that the BN concept worked by design and
that this was reflected in the harnony, peace and prosperity in Ml aysia.

He said it was vitally inportant that the "smart BN partnership" be put
into action to counter the opponents of the coalition.

Illustrating his point, Yong said today the SAPP presi dent headed the
Sabah BN and | ed the BN State Governnent, a privilege which cane with
enor nous responsi bilities.

"W nust renmenber that the privil ege does not change the fact that we
have partners in the coalition who will one day |ead the Sabah BN, " said
the chief mnister.
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