09/ 01/ 1997
Cabi net: Rel ocate those staying on and along rivers

Est her Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Cabi net today decided that all those who have
built houses on rivers and al ong the banks woul d have to be relocated to
prevent | oss of lives during floods.

Acting Science, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Abang Abu
Bakar Mustapha said today State CGovernnents woul d have to take the
necessary action followi ng the directive since |land canme under State
jurisdiction.

Houses built on rivers have to be pulled down because they are a danger
not only to residents but also to the surroundi ng areas, he said.

He was speaki ng after signing an agreenent on Legal Technical Co-
operation with Nam bia at his office.

He said the decision was nade during a di scussion on the Keni ngau
tragedy where nore than 190 people were killed and t housands rmae honel ess
when the tropical stormGeg hit the district and several other parts of
Sabah on Dec 26.

He said no deadline had been set for State Governnents to inplenment the
directive.

When suggested that sone riverine residents would refuse to be
rel ocated, Abang Abu Bakar said this was because the Keni ngau tragedy was
the country's first such disaster caused by a storm

He said it was normal for the water level in rivers to rise by a few
i nches during the high tide.

However, this time around, the river water rose to a very dangerous
| evel, bringing about devastation to the whol e area.

"Houses were swept away.

"It is not worth living in a precarious way," said Abang Abu Bakar who
is also Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

Abang Abu Bakar al so informed the Cabi net today that the Meteorol ogica
Servi ces Department had given early warning to the peopl e about the storm

The departnment had witten a report on the matter which Abang Abu Bakar
subm tted to the Cabinet on behalf of Science, Technol ogy and Environnent
M ni ster Datuk Law H eng Di ng who is attendi ng an Asean Environment
M nister's neeting in Phuket.

"The report states the events that took place fromDec 23 to 24 and the
various times the departnent had i ssued warnings to the public especially
those in Sabah and northern Sarawak, " he said.

Asked whet her the Cabinet had di scussed pl ans to upgrade the departnent,
he said the Science, Technol ogy and Environnment M nistry would have to
study the matter and conduct a postnortemof the incident.

"The Mnistry will have to | ook at a sophisticated way of informng the
public (about inclenment weather)."

Last Saturday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad had asked
State Governnents to ensure enpl oyers prohibited their workers from
bui | di ng houses al ong river banks to avoid disasters simlar to the one in
Keni ngau.

He said he woul d discuss the matter with State Governnents to make the
prohibition effective for the whole country.

He said efforts nust be made to provide workers sites away fromrivers
to build their houses.

Dr Mahathir said the high rate of casualties, particularly in the
Keni ngau district, after tropical stormGeg hit Sabah | ast week was due



to the exi stence of houses built on both sides of rivers.

Fol I owi ng this, Housing and Local Government M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew
Peh had directed | ocal authorities to carry out inmedi ate checks on the
stability of buildings and houses | ocated al ong river banks, hill sl opes
and mni ng | and.

He said if any buil dings or houses were found unstable, the | ocal
authorities should order the owners to strengthen or reinforce the
structures.

In the meantine, he added, occupants in such buil dings shoul d be asked
to nove out until the safety of the buil dings had been verified.

On Monday, Pahang State Rural Devel opment and Village G owh Centre
chai rman Datuk Orar Gt hman had said the State Governnment woul d consi der Dr
Mahathir's call to ban the construction of buildings along river banks.

He said the Governnment was concerned about the safety of the residents,
especially the Orang Asli, staying along rivers.

He said six of the 10 Orang Asli settlements were located along river
banks.
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