17/ 07/ 1997

Cerenony to adnmit Laos, Myanmar

LACS and Myanmar will be admitted as nenbers of the Association of South-
East Asian Nations (Asean) at a cerenmony a day before the start of the
two-day 30th Asean Mnisterial Meeting (AMM in Kuala Lunpur begi nni ng
July 24.

At the cerenopny, the foreign mnisters of Laos and Myanmar will sign a
decl aration paving the way for its accession, Foreign Mnistry Secretary-
Ceneral Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhaned sai d yesterday.

The declaration will be countersigned by the foreign mnisters of the
seven Asean countries, nanely Brunei, |Indonesia, Mlaysia, Philippines,

Si ngapore, Thailand and Vi et nam

The foreign mnisters of Laos and Myanmar will al so sign the protocols
for the accession into Asean, Abdul Kadir said in Kuala Lunpur at a
briefing for journalists covering the AMM the 4th Asean Regi onal Forum
(ARF) on July 27 July and the two-day Post-M nisterial Meeting (PM)
begi nning July 28.

The foreign mnisters will each make a statenment at the cerenobny. The
foreign mnisters of Laos and Myanmar will al so present to the Asean
secretary-general Datuk Ajit Singh an inclusion |ist of Cormbn Effective
Preferential Tariff products. A flag-raising cerenmony will al so be held.

Abdul Kadir said Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi, in
his capacity as the chairman of the 30th Asean Standing Committee, will
host an informal working dinner for the Asean foreign nministers on July
23.

He will also host an informal working dinner between the foreign
m ni sters of Asean and those from Chi na, Japan and South Korea on July 27.

Wil e here, the foreign mnisters and representatives of Asean, its
observer countries and ARF and PMC di al ogue partners will also nmeet Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad, who will open the AMM on July 24.

Prior to the AWM a two-day Asean SOM and t he Asean Standing Conmittee
meeting will be held. The SOMwi || be attended by secretaries-general of
the Asean foreign nmnistries while the Asean Standing Conmittee neeting
will be attended by the Asean directors-general.
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