08 AUG 1997

CERTAI N PECPLE NOT HAPPY TO SEE COUNTRY PROSPER, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 8 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahahthir Mhanmad said
there are certain people in Malaysia who are not happy to see the country
prosper and want to create a situation that will cause a split anong
Musl i ns.

The Prine Mnister said Muslins in the country should be wary of these

peopl e because if there is a split among the Muslins then there will be
di sorder in the country and the econony will be affected.

"A strong econony is inportant because wealth gives strength to us
whil e knowl edge will help us to develop the country," he said at a charity

di nner and concert in conjunction with a visit to the country by a
del egation of Pal estinian children.

Dr Mahathir expressed regret that Muslins in other countries are
fighting anong thenselves and allowing their enemies to victimse them

He said what is even nore disheartening is that Mislins who are
victim sed could not be hel ped by other Mislim countries because they are
i ndepted to those who are actually enem es of Muslins.

Dr Mahathir, who was the patron at tonight's function, received
contributions of RMLOO, 000 each from three najor conpanies in the country.
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