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CFs being issued much faster now, says Ting

Azran Aziz
KUANTAN, Sat. - Local authorities have managed to significantly reduce the
time taken to issue certificates of fitness for buildings.

Housi ng and Local CGovernment M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said that
as aresult the Mnistry was now receiving fewer conplaints regarding the
| at e i ssuance of CFs.

"This is an indication that the CFs are being issued fast," he said.

On Jan 10 | ast year, the Cabinet directed all local authorities to issue
the CFs within 14 days of a building having net all structural and | ega
requirenents.

The directive followed a study by the Mnistry and the Ml aysi an
Admi ni strative Mddernisation and Managenent Pl anning Unit which found nmany
houseowners were nmade to wait indefinite periods for the CFs even though
they had received their keys fromthe devel opers.

Citing the Kuantan Minicipal Council as an exanple, Ting said it had
been able to issue the CFs within two days provided all docunents were in
order.

In one case the KMC even issued the CF to a petro-chem cal conpany one
day after receiving the application.

Ting said feedback fromthe 145 | ocal authorities nationw de had al so
been encour agi ng.

"The councils submt nmonthly reports to the Mnistry which has enabl ed
us to nonitor the inprovenent,"” he told reporters after visiting the
central market and several KMC projects.

In order to ensure speedy issuance of the CF, he said the onus however
was on project devel opers to make sure that all docunents were in order
when they subnmitted applications for the CFs.

In a related devel opnent, he said the KMC i ght becone the first |oca
council in the country to qualify for the 1SO 9000 certification on
qual i ty managenent system

"The KMCis in the final stage of preparations in its bid to get the
certification fromthe Standards and Industrial Research Institute,” he
said, adding this could materialise in the next two to three nonths.

Citing KMC as one of the nodel councils in the country he urged ot her
| ocal authorities to emulate the council's efforts in inproving its
servi ces.

"W do not set a tinme-frane for local councils to get the (1SO 9000)
recognition,” he said. "But they nmust take the necessary steps from now. "

On the nationwi de tree-planting canpai gn | aunched by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad | ast Monday, he said response had been
encour agi ng.

"Qur target is to get at |least 15 per cent of the popul ation to plant
trees," he said, adding that there would be an extra three nmillion trees
nati onwi de by the year 2000 if the objective was achieved.

He call ed on professional bodi es and non-governnmental organisations to
contribute to efforts to green the nation.
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