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Chal | enge for the new generation

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad

IN 1969 if anyone had predicted that there would be good, if not totally
har noni ous rel ati ons between the different races in Ml aysia, he would
have probably been [ aughed into silence. It was unthinkable. There was so
much bitterness. Many non- Mal ays |l eft the country.

The Press even said that there woul d be periodical clashes between the
races in the future. The country would be politically unstable. A very
seni or Government M nister publicly declared that denocracy was dead in
Mal aysi a.

Yet | ook at the scene when the nation cel ebrated the 40th Nati onal Day
recently. Everyone, Malays, Chinese, Indian, |bans, Kadazans, etc,
celebrated the event together, apparently quite harnoni ously. Everyone
cheered the National flag, decorated their cars and houses with it,
carried it and waved it enthusiastically.

A multi-racial crowd gathered on Merdeka Square, m xing freely w thout
any sign of fear, conpletely confident that no one would do any harmto
anyone because he is of a different race. They cheered and t hey sang
patriotic songs and roared their approval of the multi-racial runners who
came fromevery corner of the country bearing the flag proudly.

Coul d anyone have inmagined this scene on May 13, 1969 or the inmedi ate
years after. That this scene has now becone common pl ace year after year
is testinmony to the incapacity of nmere nortals like us to presune and
predi ct. Even guesses are very often far off the mark.

But | amgoing to try and predict the future since | was asked to. It is
a nere guess of course but | do expect some parts of it would cone true

Since what will happen to Malaysia will be very nuch influenced by what
happens to the rest of the world, it is necessary to forecast the future
of the world first.

There is no doubt that much will change in the affairs of the world.

Al ready we are tal king about the gl obal village, about a world that has so
shrunken that the world society will, to a certain extent, at |east be
liked a village society - a society in which everyone woul d know ever yone
el se and so woul d be constantly treadi ng on each other's toes.

The global village is the result of the speed of comunication -
physi cal novenments of people and goods and of information of every Kkind.
Already today it takes less tinme for us to travel to the other side of the
gl obe than it takes people to nove through the clogged city streets.

There was a tinme when it took 21 days for a mail streaner to sail from
Port Swettenhamto London. It now just takes 13 hours. O course if you
take the Concorde from London to New York you would arrive before the
| ocal tine you left.

But it is in the transm ssion of information that anmazi ng speeds have
been achi eved. As has been mentioned it took 21 days to send news by mai
from Ml aysia to London. Today letters and pictures are transmtted
instantly. On the Internet one has only to click "send" and t he nessage
woul d reach any part on earth.

Tel econferencing makes it seemthat distance does not exist at all. The
I nternet enabl es everyone not just to receive information instantly, but
all kinds of comerce and trade can be just as instantaneous. True, the
goods will still take time to reach the destination, but that tine is
going to get shorter and shorter as nore and nore use is nmade of air
transport. In the aviation industry the greatest growh is in cargo



transport.

Huge delivery conpanies freed from Governnment nonopoly are delivering
everyt hing door-to-door. One will not have to go to the shops to sel ect
the goods we wi sh to buy, but instead have themdelivered to one's honeg,
exam ne, accept or reject themand buy everything through el ectroni c banks
usi ng el ectroni c money whi ch had been el ectronically transferred to our
account every week or nonth.

Al these will sound futuristic but sone are al ready happeni ng now. But
ease of novenent of people will result in massive nmigrations. People will
move to where they expect to live a better |life with jobs, better jobs and
better social anenities.

The single ethnic countries will give way to nulti-racial countries
everywhere. No nation will be able to stop the inflow of foreign people
wi t hout bei ng accused of injustice and i nhuman treatnent. The world will
beconme truly borderless and the countries will neld into one gl obal
entity.

The countries of Europe and North Anerica, the npbst prosperous in the
world will cease to be European in the sense of being white or Caucasi an.
I ndi ans, Africans and Chinese will flow into European countries so that
before even one century passes, Europe will no longer be identified with
whit e people. Black and yell ow and brown people will all be Europeans.

Al ready European athletes are significantly bl ack

Initially these non-European immigrants will adopt the | anguage and
customs of the indigenous Europeans. But as their nunbers increase they
will tend to retain their |anguages and cul tures.

Prosperity will not be confined to the indi genous Europeans. Asians will
probably dom nate t he business activities of Europe, and Asi ans and
Africans will nake up the work force, especially when they retain their
culture and work ethics.

But there will be other consequences. There will be clashes between the
raci al groups including of course religious groups. There will not be a
clash of civilisation as that was predi cated upon the different
civilisations remaining separate.

Over tine the peoples of different civilisations living in European
countries are going to be closely interni xed. Confrontati on between these
peopl es of different civilisations can only happen on a small scal e and
they will be unco-ordinated. The causes will be | ocal rather than
uni ver sal

The scenes of ethnic repression in North Arerica will be repeated in
Europe as the large white authorities try to i npose their standards and
their rules on the new Europeans. But the whites will have to give in
eventual ly until treatnent of all "Europeans"” of whatever col our would be
the sane. There is of course the possibility later on in the mllennium
when t he non-white Europeans woul d dominate and would try to inpose their
will on the rest.

But clashes and confrontation will not be invariable, for the races wll
also inter-marry and integrate. More and nore white nen and wonen will be
marrying or at |least co-habiting with nore and nore bl acks and Asi ans.
Their offspring will have a variety of shades of black, white, brown and
yel | ow.

An indetermnate hybrid race will enmerge as of course has happened in
some of the South Sea Islands. By the end of the m |l enniumor even
earlier it would be inpossible to find anyone of pure white stock in
Eur ope.

North America would go the way of Brazil where people intermx freely.
However, Latin Anerica will take a longer tine as the American |ndi ans
have | argely been isol at ed



The countries which will have the biggest nunber of people of pure stock
could be the Asians. They woul d be prevented frominter-m xi ng because of
their nunmbers and their isolation even in a borderless world.

They will nmigrate to the | ess densely popul ated countries where they
will determine the future character of the people there. But the nunbers
com ng fromEurope, Africa or Latin Anerica into Asian countries would be
small relative to the huge popul ation of Asians in Asian countries.

The Chi nese, Koreans and Japanese will remain the purest for a | ong
time. They too will eventually be m xed but they will always be | ess m xed
t han the Europeans in Europe and in the Americas.

From these m xi ng of peoples and cultures, new cultures will evol ve
which will have many sinilar features. No culture would be really foreign
or dom nant. The hybrid races cannot be easily identified with countries
or regions or culture. They will be the peoples of the Planet Earth.

Wars between nations will not be possible. In fact in a borderless world
there will be no nation and no national loyalties to be involved in and to
fight for. But there would be a I ot of violence due to mi nor
m sunder st andi ngs over issues, interpretations, esoteric ideologies and
new group | oyalties not based on race or nations. Such violence will be
endem ¢ and seenmingly inpossible to put an end to.

We are of course already seeing this phenonenon. The end of World War |
has brought to an end the war between nations. For a tine there was a Cold
War in which the people of the Western bloc confronted the Eastern bl oc
people. Several tines it looked as if the two bl ocs woul d wage war on each
ot her. But fear of nuclear war and the massive irreparabl e destruction
that it could cause was able to keep heads cool and war prevented.

But proxy wars were fought all over the world as one bloc instigated a
third world nation to go to war agai nst another third world nation
believed to be supporting or was supported by the other bloc. Hundreds of
thousands died as a result of these proxy wars. Mich danage was done to
property and the economi es of these countries. Invariably both sides |ost
and found t henmsel ves unable to recover as they are abandoned by their
patrons.

But proxy wars were not the only source of violence. Terrorist gangs
threatened the peace and stability of many countries. The Red Arny, the
Baader Mei nhof gang, the IRA, and assorted Muslimfanatics indulged in
sensel ess violence, killing and destroying property and generally
preventi ng peace and stability and econom c devel opnent to take pl ace.

I n Bosni a- Herzegovi na a vi ci ous Serbian attenpt to wi pe out the Mislins
was tolerated and at tines inadvertently or deliberately aided by the big
powers. About 200,000 Muslinms and a much snall er nunber of Croats and
Serbs were massacred or killed in one way or another

The world closed its eyes as atrocities were commtted. Were everyone
was so quick to blanme certain countries for violations of human rights,

t he sel f-appoi nted guardi ans of world norality deci ded not to see or do
anyt hi ng about the nassacres blatantly committed by the Serbs.

In the field of trade there have al ways been pressures brought to bear
on potential conpetitors so as to prevent themfromconpeting fairly. Thus
non-trade i ssues such as alleged human rights violation, environnental
i ssues, workers rights, etc have been made used of to prevent emerging
econom es from grow ng

Sanctions are applied to certain countries for alleged breaches, but if
the countries do not pose an econom ¢ chal | enge nothing is done.

In African countries hundreds of thousands are massacred, or driven away
fromtheir homes and countries wi thout the guardians of internationa
nmoral s doi ng anything to stop the carnage and the nisery of the refugees.

During the proxy wars, diabolical weapons were devel oped and distri buted



freely anong the conbatants. The great weapon tradi ng nations wanted to
test their weapons in real life situations.

Most of these weapons were paid for by the proxy countries. Proxy wars
were thus profitable to the arns traders.

Anpong t hese weapons were the land mines. MIIlions of themwere scattered
t hroughout the world, killing and mai mi ng i nnocent people |long after the
wars were over.

Attenpts to outlaw these m nes were opposed and rejected by the

superpowers who are still bent on inventing, devel oping, testing and
selling weapons, including the and mnes. It would seemthat sonme people
feel that the world needs a cheap way of killing people.

The weapons race continue despite the end of the Cold War. New and nore
sophi sti cated weapons are conti nuously being invented, tested and produced
for mlitary forces which vie against each other in the sophistication of
their nurderous capability. If there are no enemes to fight for the
monent, future enenmies were identified in order to justify vast suns of
nmoney bei ng expended on research, devel opnent and producti on of arns.

To recoup their vast investnent in arnms production, the small countries
were persuaded to buy. These countries do not foresee any attacks from
anyone, but they were persuaded that they nust keep up with their friendly
nei ghbours who have been persuaded to equip their forces with certain
weapons. And so they too buy ever nore costly weapons. And when they do
this the nedia fromthe weapons tradi ng nati ons condemn t hese countries
for carrying on an arns race.

Al'l these that | have related are happening today. In this area the
future will not change radically fromthe present. The next century, the
next mllenniumw Il see all these things continue to happen. They may be
variations but only in degree and sophistication. Gtherw se history will
repeat itself.

When World War |1 ended there was great hope for the shaping of a nore
equitable international relationship. The United Nations was set up so as
to bring conflicts to the negotiation tables rather than the battle
fields. But that organisation has been taken over by the big powers and
made into an i nstrunent of their policy.

There is now no effective United Nations in so far as the mai ntenance of
peace and the problemof equality and justice between nations. However the
good work of the United Nations in the field of health and agriculture
mtigates against the United Nations' usel essness in maintaining peace,
justice and fairplay.

How the United Nations will function in a world wi thout borders is
anyone's guess. But it is certainly not going to be nore effective than it
isnow It will continue to be an instrunent of the big powers.

What happens to the world will affect and influence Mal aysia's interna
and external affairs. Malaysia is today nmuch nore integrated with the rest
of the world than ever before. Qur econony is inextricably linked with the
econony of the world. And because of that our policies and our social life
too will be influenced by what goes on in the rest of the world.

At one tine the world was to us a few countries with which we had trade
and political relations. The United Kingdom two or three nmmjor European
countries, the North Anmerican countries and Japan in the East were our
with the Eastern Europeans, the Central Asian countries, African countries
and Latin American countries.

Qur trade is no longer confined to selected countries. Indeed trade with
the countries of East Asia, including Southeast Asia, is likely to be the
bi ggest portion of our total trade in the future. This is not because we
do not want to trade with Europe and America. The fact is that European
and North American countries have already nmatured. Their growth will be



small in terns of percentage, although in absolute terms it will still be
quite big.

On the other hand, the countries of East Asia are in the early stages of
their growth and their potential for expansion is very nuch greater and
more rapid. A small increase in per capita incone of China would amount to
a very big purchasing capacity for that country.

Mal aysia will be truly a world trader, produci ng manufactured goods of
every kind for export and buying raw nmaterials and conponents in exchange.

Politically Malaysia is likely to maintain its independence. It will not
belong to any group and its policies will vary according to its perception
of what is right and what is wong.

But donestically Malaysians will continue to go agai nst conventi onal
wi sdom Since 1970 Mal aysia set off to do things as it thought best for
itself.

Begi nning with the New Economi c Policy which was roundly condemmed by
the rest of the world for being openly discrimnatory, Mlaysia has been
bucking the trend every tinme all the tinme. But fortunately for Ml aysia
nost of these contrary policies and nmet hods have been successful.

Thus when the world condemmed the Japanese for the Japan | ncorporated
concept, Ml aysia actually adopted a Mal aysi a | ncorporated concept as an
approach towards facilitating econonic devel opnent.

Wth the Ml aysia | ncorporated concept was | aunched t he bi ggest
privatisation programme ever tried by any country. Wen it was | aunched in
1983 and 1984 privatisation was still not fully accepted by nbst countries
of the world. Several European countries tried it and gave up. But
Mal aysi a pl unged headl ong into privatisation so that many departnents,
conmpani es and functions of the Governnent were transferred to the private
sector.

One startling feature of Malaysia's privatisation is that the workers
actual ly support it. Privatisation not only speeded up devel opnment but it
actually helped to fulfil the objectives of the NEP by creating big
Bum putera corporations to match those of the non-Bum putera. And these
Bum putera corporations succeeded as few expected themto succeed.

The result of going agai nst conventional wisdomis to nmake Mal aysi a
stable politically and successful inits industrialisation and economc
devel opnent. Despite repeated attenpts to destabilise the country,

Mal aysia is likely to overcome themand to continue to prosper.

So what is the challenge for the new generation? Coviously it is to
continue to maintain the political stability and econom c devel opnment of
the nation. But the task will not be as easy as the initial years.

We al ready see conpl acency and a desire to sit back and enjoy life.
Lepak, bohsia, drug usage, etc will undermne the resilience and the
determ nation of the young Mal aysians. Wirk ethics will deteriorate.

As in the devel oped countries the demand will be for nore pay and | ess
work. Incredibly the same trend towards decadence as seen in Europe will
al so be seen in Ml aysi a.

But apart frominternal deterioration, there will also be outside
pressures. As affluent Ml aysians reject certain kinds of work, nore
foreigners will inmrMgrate into the country. At first they would come only
to work. But soon they will settle down and denand rights including
citizenshi p. Ml aysians woul d want to deny themthese rights but the rest
of the world will apply pressure. Eventually there will be accompbdati on.

We have seen recently how rogue specul ators had destroyed our econony in
the process of enriching thenselves. This will happen again and again. |f
we | ook like attaining Vision 2020 our politics and our econony wll be
under mi ned. Mal aysians will be used al so for this purpose.

Political pressure on Malaysia will be increased. Wstern concepts of



denocracy in which the individual is suprene will be inposed on Ml aysi a.
Political instability and frequent changes of CGovernnents will
characteri se the Mal aysi an scene.

Most of the youths will be subverted. Only a feww ||l resist. Repeated
attenpts will be made to restore the Malaysian spirit, the spirit of
Mal aysi a Bol eh. There will be protracted struggles between the patriots
and the worldly youths. Wo will win? That will be the question as well as
t he chal | enge.
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