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Character-building plan for students (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Zalina O hman

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Youth and Sports Mnistry will reconmend to the
Governnent to nmake it conpul sory for students to attend a speci al
character-building programme after their Sijil Pel ajaran Ml aysi a

exam nati on.

Its Mnister, Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin, said today a working paper on
the programre - to be known as national social service - would be
submitted to the Governnent by the end of the nonth.

He said a task force, set up a few nonths ago by the Mnistry, had been
entrusted with fornmulating a programme nodul e and infrastructura
facilities.

"The duration of service should not be too |long. Probably, it can be
hel d during the nonths before the SPMresults are released or, if thisis
not enough, a maxi mum of one year will do.

"The services of experts in various fields have to be obtained in
fornmulating the nodules. A lot of details have to be considered |ike
whet her partici pants have to be grouped together or allowed to stay at
hone. "

Speaki ng at his Mnistry, Mihyiddin said such considerations were
crucial as they would then help determine the actual cost - expected to be
huge - of inplenenting any conpul sory progranme.

He said it was up to the Governnment to deci de whether to adopt the
Mnistry's plan as one of the neasures to enhance national resilience.

He was commenting on a statement by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad yesterday that the Governnent m ght consider introducing
national service for youths who | eave school as one of the nmeans of
character buil ding.

Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hami d O hman
had said that the proposed national service could be something |ike sunmer
canps or character-buil ding courses.

Muhyi ddin said the Mnistry was willing to beconme the inplenenting body
of the proposed progranme.

"Such a nmove shoul d be supported in view of the various social problens
af fecting the society.

"However, because of the nature and scope of the programme, which would
be targeting 400, 000 students conpleting their Form Fi ve education
annual Iy, the Mnistry would need further assistance fromthe CGovernnent
inits inplementation.”

He agreed that the programme need not have to be tailored al ong the
lines of the national service practised by sone countries, which was nore
mlitary in nature.

On the Mnistry's national social service, Mihyiddin said although it
woul d invol ve sorme nilitary el ements |ike marching, the focus woul d be on
character devel opnent, self-discipline and a healthy lifestyle.

Asked whet her the inplenmentation of such a national service would affect
t he Rakan Muda programes whi ch were al so centred on the devel opnent of
positive val ues, Mihyiddin said:

"Per haps what needs to be done is to refine and streanline the
i mpl ement ati on of both programmes. The nobst inportant thing is to ensure
there will be no duplication.”

On Rakan Muda, Muhyiddin said the Mnistry woul d soon neet chi ef
executives of maj or manufacturing conpani es, especially those based in the



Klang Vall ey, to discuss the inplenentation of the programe involving
factory workers.

Simlar talks would also be held with the administration of universities
and student associations on the extension of the programe in institutions
of higher 1 earning.

The Rakan Muda programe has now entered its third phase with the focus
on specific target groups or areas.

Apart fromfactory workers and institutions of higher |earning, the
ot her target groups are non-governmental organisations, public agencies,
the private sector, shopping conpl exes, housing estates and | and schenes.

On its inplenentation at factories, where an initial allocation of RVML
mllion has been approved mainly to neet expenses of providing the
facilitators, Muhyiddin said the factories were free to i npl enent
programres on their own according to their capabilities. He said sonme of
them had al ready done this at their own initiative.

He said the managenent of the factories had to match the contents and
nature of the programmes to their operations, especially as their workers
worked in shifts.

They woul d be provided with a Rakan Muda manual whi ch, anong others,
will include information on those who can assi st them

"In some areas, conmittees will be formed which will be responsible for
co-ordi nating such programes."

Muhyi ddi n said the focus on factories was inportant due to the large
nunber of workers in the industry, with some two million of them being
yout hs.

"There have been nunerous reports of workers involved in social problens
and hopeful |y Rakan Muda will provide themw th a positive alternative."

For a start, the enphasis would be on one nmain industrial zone in each
State such as Pasir Gudang in Johor and Serenban in Negri Senbil an.

On the inplenentati on of Rakan Miuda in institutions of higher |earning,
and later in private coll eges and teachers' training colleges, Mihyiddin
said it was hoped the students woul d becone the role nodels. He said they
shoul d play a leading role at their own institutions or outside their
campuses, especially in projects to help the needy.

The M nistry has all ocated RVb00, 000 for the progranme expected to begin
in April.
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