25/ 08/ 1997
Charitabl e foundati on | aunched

Tony Emmanuel ; Marina Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - In a synergistic effort to ease the plight of the
unfortunate and | ess privileged, the Sultanah Bahi yah Foundati on was

| aunched toni ght, building upon the Kedah Sultanah's | ongstandi ng charity
wor K.

The foundation was set up to pool the energy, expertise and financi al
resources of various charitable and welfare organi sations in Kedah and the
country as a whol e.

Present at the |launch were the Sultan of Kedah Tuanku Abdul Halim the
Sul t anah Tuanku Bahi yah, their daughter Datuk Seri Tunku Puteri I|ntan
Safinaz, who is also the foundation's chairman, and nenbers of the royal
famly.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, his wife Datin Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali, Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid, his
wi fe Puan Seri Nila | nangda Manyam Keunal a headed the |ist of guests at
the launch held at the Kuala Lunmpur Hilton.

In his speech, the Sultan said as the nation's econony continued to
boom society should not forget the unfortunate and | ess privil eged.

"What may seemto be a heavy burden for sone can be lightened with a
concerted effort fromall concerned.

"From experience, | amglad and thankful Ml aysi ans have proven and
continue to show their caring spirit and concern for the less fortunate,"
the Sul tan said.

Earlier, when addressing the gathering, foundation chairman Tunku Puteri
I ntan Safinaz announced that the foundation would initiate the Titian
Ehsan project, geared towards introducing after-care progranmes for forner
dadah addi cts upon conpl etion of their rehabilitation.

"Fromstatistics avail abl e, about 70 per cent of addicts return to their
old habit after rehabilitation.”

El aborating on the project, she said it would provide shelter, practica
and noral support, and after-care treatnent to help former addicts return
to their famlies and nmainstreamsociety.

The four-pronged project involves providing shelter for those in need,
hel ping themfind work in the agricul ture or manufacturing sector,
providing aid in finding | ong-termenpl oynent as well as additiona
gui dance and counsel | i ng.

Later in the evening, Tuanku Bahiyah was surprised with a birthday cake,
much to the delight of those present.

Tuanku Bahi yah | ater received donations anobunting to RVMB50, 000 for the
f oundat i on.

The donors were Pernas International Hol dings Berhad (RMLOO, 000); Sine
Dar by Ber had ( RMLOO, 000); Eupe Corporation Bhd, Berjaya Sports Toto and
Edaran Ot onobi | Nasi onal Ber had (RV60, 000 each).

The foundati on was naned after the Sultanah in recognition of her
efforts in charity.

Anpong t he organi sations the Sultanah is actively involved in as patron
are the Kedah Children's Wl fare Council, Thal assaem a Association, Fanmly
Pl anni ng Associ ation, Bl ood Donati on Associ ati on and Association for the
Ment al | y Di sabl ed.

The Sul t anah Bahi yah Foundati on, adm ni stered by an appoi nted board of
directors, was incorporated as a non-profit conmpany and registered with
the Regi strar of Conpanies on Aug 20 | ast year
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