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Charter unsynpathetic of the poor: Dr M

Anita Gabriel; Lokman Mansor

THE United Nations Declarati on on Human Rights needs to be reviewed as it
hol ds a very unsynpathetic view of the situation in devel opi ng countri es,
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad says.

Inits present form the charter would rather see people starve,
gover nment s change and denonstrations and strikes than allow for a stable
gover nnent .

"To us the wel fare of our people is inportant. Peopl e who unnecessarily
under m ne peace and stability of our country cannot be allowed to get away
scot-free, when the people who suffer are the poor," the Prime M nister
said i n Langkawi yesterday.

He said Mal aysia wants to ensure that freedomof the majority is
guar ant eed, and not subjected to individual acts that destabilise their
lives.

"The West believes that the individual is supreme, irrespective of what
happens to the majority of the people. People cannot even do busi ness or
wor k because of so-called expressions of individual freedom" Dr Mahathir
added.

He said that the good Iife of the majority is as nuch a part of human
rights as individual freedom The individual cannot claimas his right the
freedomto underm ne the |lives of other people.

"W want to look at the whole charter. What are human rights? There are
other things to human rights than nere individual freedom" he added.

Mal aysi a made the call for a review of the UN charter | ast weekend and
Washi ngton reacted with a vow to block the proposal. The US all eges that
argunments advanced by Asian countries on the matter are a ploy to defend
authoritarian systens of government and abuses of power agai nst
i ndi viduals and mnorities.

"You know in the US the blacks and hispanics are not well-treated. Even
in their due process of |aw sonetinmes you see bias, sone people are
extrenmely poor and cannot get jobs, so where is the freedomin the US?" Dr
Mahat hi r asked.

The Prime M nister said Malaysia will have to convince its friends that
there is a need for a review of the charter. So far Asean and China are
supportive of the Malaysian initiative.

"We worry that |arge powers will put pressure on devel opi ng countri es,
to the extent that they are scared to state their opinion. That too is
anot her basi c hurman ri ght which no | onger exists, where | arge powers can
do everything and the weak cannot do anything," he added.
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