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Check your Mal aysi an partners (HL)

Vi jayan Menon; Satwant Singh

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad has
advi sed devel oping countries to verify with the respective Ml aysi an
enbassies or missions before they seek the services of Ml aysi an

conpani es.

This was to avoid cases of Mal aysi an conpani es whi ch secured projects
abroad or had entered into nenoranda of understanding but failed to
i mpl emrent t hem

Besi des verifying that these Ml aysi an conpani es were bona fide, the
nove was al so to deterni ne whether they have the capability and intention
to i npl erent the projects.

There have been conpani es which won projects in certain countries that
tried to "sell" themto other conpanies in Malaysia for a prem um

Dr Mahathir said this to Mbzanbi que President Joaqui m Al berto Chi ssano
during talks held at the Prine M nister's Departnent today.

Forei gn M ni ster Datuk Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi, who briefed reporters on
the outconme of the neeting, said this was the first tinme that Dr Mahathir
had expl ained the matter during his discussions with a |l eader of a foreign
country.

Chi ssano arrived yesterday with a 34-nenber del egation for a four-day
official visit to Mal aysi a.

Abdul I ah did not disclose the errant conpani es or the countries where
they had secured the projects but failed to inplenment them

"Dr Mahathir viewed the natter seriously as this affects Malaysia's
i mmge and economic ties with friendly countries,” he said.

The Foreign Mnister said he would direct Ml aysi an enbassi es and hi gh
comm ssions to request the host Governnments to determ ne the capabilities
and status of the Mal aysi an conpani es whi ch undert ook these projects.

As in Mbzanbi que's case, Dr Mahathir informed Chissano that his
Gover nnent shoul d contact the Ml aysi an Enbassy in Harare, Zi nbabwe, since
Mal aysi a does not have an enbassy in Myzanbique, or liaise directly with
Kual a Lunpur to obtain informati on on Mal aysi an conpani es bi ddi ng for
pr oj ect s.

"This is to curb Ml aysi an busi nessnen fromtaki ng advant age of
i nvestnent opportunities in Myzanbi que by maki ng prom ses and proposal s
but with no intention of executing them™" he said.

Abdul I ah said Dr Mahathir regarded such exploitation as unheal t hy
because Mal aysia wanted to be a partner in the devel opnent of a friendly
nati on.

"We rmust reconmend credi bl e compani es which can i npl enent proposed
projects on tine and within the stipulated tine," he said. "The Prine
M ni ster wants only conpani es which have the capability, expertise and
genui ne intention to i npl ement projects.”

O her matters discussed between Dr Mahat hir and Chi ssano were:

* Mbzanbi que's desire to enul ate Mal aysia's devel opment strategies in
provi ding jobs, trading and economc activities to its indigenous but
backwar d peopl g;

* Seeking Mal aysia's help to devel op and expand Mzanbi que' s padi
cultivation and also inprove its rail service and ports;

* Seeking Mal aysia's assi stance and co-operation to develop its
agriculture and infrastructure besides exploiting its econom c resources
like oil, tinmber and coal; and,



* Devel opi ng Mozanbi que' s power generation capabilities, especially in
hydro-el ectricity.

Dr Mahat hir gave an i nmedi at e assurance that Ml aysia would train
Mozanbi que of fi cers under the Mal aysi a Techni cal Co-operation Programe.

Earlier, Chissano was accorded an official welcome at Parlianment Square.
He was greeted on arrival at the square by Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja' afar and Raj a Pernmai suri Agong Tuanku Naj i hah.

Al so present were Dr Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Al'i .

The national anthens of Ml aysia and Mbzanbi que were played am dst a 21-
gun salute by the 41st Cerenonial Artillery Battery.

Chi ssano | ater inspected a guard-of-honour nounted by four officers and
104 nen of the First Battalion of the Royal Ml ay Reginent |ed by Mjar
Rafizi Sharif.

He was | ater introduced to Cabinet Mnisters, Deputy Mnisters and
nmenbers of the di pl omatic corps.

Chi ssano was acconpani ed by his wife Marcelina Rafael Chissano at the
cer enony.
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