22/ 08/ 1997
Chi na backs call for East Asian dial ogue (HL)

K. P. Waran; Sufi Yusoff

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Citing that Asean and China have a mgjor role to
play in inproving peace, stability and prosperity in the region, Ml aysia
wel cones Beijing' s support for the grouping s proposal that East Asian
nati ons exchange views on issues that affect them

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad expressed confi dence that
the proposal would be realised soon as it would be another historica
devel oprent in the mutual co-operation of East Asian countries.

The proposal also allows the countries to discuss issues related to
peace, stability and econom c devel opnent in the region.

Speaki ng at a banquet held in honour of Chinese Prime Mnister Li Peng
at Sri Perdana, Dr Mahathir said since China had becone a full dial ogue
partner of Asean, it signalled a new era for Asean-China co-operation.

He hoped that China would continue to liberalise its trade and create
nore opportunities for Malaysia to increase exports, especially
manuf act ured and semni -fi ni shed products.

"I't is encouraging that rel ati ons between Ml aysi a and Chi na have
expanded to include co-operation in education," he said. "W appreciate
the establishnent of a Centre for Malay Studies at the Beijing Externa
Uni versity."

Li arrived this afternoon with a 117-nmenber del egati on for a four-day
state visit to enhance bilateral relations between the two countri es.

Anmong those in his group are his wife Zhu Lin, Deputy Secretary-Genera
of the State Council He Chunlin, Mnister of the Machine-Building I ndustry
Bao Xudi ng and Vi ce-Foreign M nister Tang Ji axuan.

At the official welcomng cerenmony at Parlianment Square, Li was received
by Dr Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali.

Li then inspected a guard-of -honour nounted by 106 officers and nen from
the 1st Battalion Royal Ml ay Reginent.

Li and his entourage were earlier net at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah
International airport in Subang by Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi and Rural Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Annuar Misa, who is
M ni ster-in-attendance.

At the banquet, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia adm red China's inpressive
econom ¢ achievenent in line with its econom c reformation and "open door"
policy. Ml aysia also realised that with a popul ation of 1.2 billion,

Chi na had a heavy burden to achi eve soci o- econoni ¢ devel opnent, he said.

In trying to achieve its aspirations, the Chinese Governnent has
contributed i mensely to peace, stability and prosperity in the region, he
sai d.

He al so praised China's active involvenent in projects under the Asean
Mekong Basi n Devel oprment Cor poration and expressed confidence that with
Beijing's support, the AMBDC woul d achieve its objective of bringing
devel oprent to the region

On Canbodi a, Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysi a was saddened by the devel opnents
there and hoped that Asean woul d continue to help the Canbodians find a
peaceful sol ution

"Asean wel cones China's contributions to bring a peaceful solution so
that Canbodi a can concentrate its energy on devel opnent," he said. "W
hope Canbodia will becone a nmenber of the Asean famly."

On the Korean peninsula, Dr Mahathir hoped the four-nation talks
i nvol ving North Korea, South Korea, China and the United States nmarked the



begi nni ng of a di al ogue for a permanent sol ution.

Mal aysi a, he said, was ready to contribute in whatever way possible to
bring | asting peace to the peninsul a.

Countries could not have a couldn't-care-less attitude towards the
nationals of North Korea when they need food supplies and basic anenities
during the fam ne, he said.

He congratul ated the Chi nese Governnment and the people for successfully
and peaceful l y taking back Hong Kong.

"Ml aysi a- Hong Kong relations will further contribute to the overall
rel ati ons between Kual a Lunpur and Beijing."
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