17/ 05/ 1997

Chinainvited to attend Asean sunmit

CHI NA has been invited for the first tinme to attend the Asean | nfornal
Sunmit to be held in Kuala Lunmpur in Decenber.

Foreign M nister Datuk Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi extended the invitation
when he called on President Jiang Zemn in Beijing yesterday.

In a statenent rel eased in Kuala Lunpur, Abdullah said Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will extend the official invitation and
hopes Jiang will attend the sunmt.

"Japan and South Korea were also invited to attend the neeting of Asean
| eaders," he said.

During the neeting, Jiang said China wel coned the positive role by Asean
in the region and at the international |evel.

Abdul I ah and Ji ang al so di scussed China's roles in particular the theory
of Chi na becom ng a threat.

He al so assured that China has no intention to be in confrontation with
any nation and appreciates the good ties with Ml aysi a.
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