23/ 08/ 1997
China reaffirms support for EAEC

Kamar ul Yunus
CHINA has reaffirmed its support for the Asean-sponsored East Asia
Econom ¢ Caucus ( EAEC).

Chi nese Prine Mnister Li Peng, who first declared his support for the
idea in 1990, said there is need, however, to involve Japan and South
Kor ea.

This, he reckoned, may take sone tine. But even so, Li told Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad that "the East Asia cooperation
can be done in many forns, including via informal discussions".

Li was one of the first Asian | eaders to openly support the EAEC i dea,
when he visited Malaysia in 1990.

Forei gn M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badawi, who was al so present
at the nmeeting between the two | eaders yesterday, later told reporters
that Li was aware of the need to get support from other prospective
menbers nanely Japan and South Korea so that the caucus can take off.

Asean and three ot her prospective EAEC nenbers - China, South Korea and
Japan - are scheduled to neet in Kuala Lunmpur in Decenber for Asean's
informal sunmmit.

Asean conprises Brunei, |Indonesia, Thailand, Philippines, Singapore,

Vi et nam Laos, Myanmar and Ml aysi a.

"Li said the comng informal sunmit would be an opportunity for themto
better understand the caucus and share experience, and hopefully the
caucus woul d take off fromthere," Abdul |l ah added.

On overl apping clains over the Spratly islands in South China Sea,
Abdul I ah said both Li and Dr Mahathir shared the sanme view that the issue
shoul d be sol ved t hrough proper channels such as taking the matter to the
Convention of the Law of the Sea.

"While recognising that it takes tinme to solve the dispute, this should
not adversely affect the current strong relati ons and cooperation between
Chi na and Asean as wel|l as between China and other claimants in the
regi on," he added.

In fact, he said the two |l eaders felt that there are other inportant
matters that should be given due attention such as stinmulating economc
cooperation and devel opment in the region.

Besi des Ml aysi a, other Asean nenbers involved in the Spratly's dispute
are Vietnam Brunei, and Phili ppines.

On Canmbodi a, Abdullah said both Li and Dr Mahathir agreed that Phnom
Penh should be admtted i nto Asean as soon as possible so that the
groupi ng can assi st the country to achieve political stability and carry
out devel opnent programes.

"Both | eaders also want to see the conm tnment from Canbodi a t owards
ensuring that its general election would be held next year.

"They are of the opinion that the Canbodia's i ssue can be resol ved
t hrough such an election," he reiterated.

On bilateral issues, Abdullah said there were not nany issues di scussed,
and the two | eaders tal ked on enhancing air |inks and maki ng Langkawi as a
transit point for Chinese pilgrinms to performthe Haj.

"Both | eaders agreed that these matters can be di scussed further by the
rel evant mnistries and agencies," he added.

Abdul | ah sai d China al so showed interest to cooperate with Malaysia in
hel ping African nations as well as other poor countri es.

"Bot h agreed that China can cooperate in terns of nobilising expertise



and personnel for projects in Africa.

"In fact, China is also helping the African nations in projects, and
Mal aysi a can take advantage by pooling in nore resources and funds," the
foreign mnister added.
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