25/ 08/ 1997
Chi nese premier's visit confirms strong ties wth Ml aysia

Kamar ul Yunus

WHEN China's Admiral Zheng Ho first visited the Malay World nore than 500
years ago, he brought along with hima powerful naval fleet. But he had
the | east intention of conquering the region and nerely wanted friendship
with the Mal acca Sul t anate.

Hs journey in the 15th century was the first for any Chinese del egation
to go out to sea to explore and nake friends with its nei ghbours and
countries as far as Africa. It was during his visit that China's rel ations
with the Malay world started to bloom only to be tenporarily interrupted
when t he Chi nese Enperor decided to close its doors and stop sending
del egations to other countries in the 16th century.

But when Chi na opened its door once again in the early 1970s, China did
not forget its friendship with the Malay world. And Mal aysia's second
Prime M nister Tun Abdul Razak, who was the first Ml aysi an | eader to nmake
contact with China, was given a rousing wel cone by Chinese | eaders when he
visited the country.

Today, the long-standing relationship between the two countries has
grown stronger with |l eaders fromboth countries exchanging visits. The
| atest was the four-day official visit by Chinese Prine Mnister Li Peng
to Mal aysi a | ast week.

Contrary to the negative thinking of sone maj or Western powers that
China is building up strength to control Asia, Ml aysia prefers to
mai ntain stronger ties with the Conmuni st-ruled republic. Even with
difference in ideologies, Malaysia feels that it can still nake friends
with its nei ghbours, including China.

In fact, Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim when opening an
exhibition to cormenorate Admiral Zheng Ho | ast week, had said Ml aysi a
has never doubted China's sincerity in wanting to make friends with its
nei ghbours despite the negative thinking of the West.

"Why woul d we fear a Chinese threat when China could have easily
conquered the Malay Wrld 500 years ago. Wth strong naval fleet, Adnira
Zheng Ho coul d easily conquer the region and yet he has no col oni al
arrogance attitude to do that but chose to nmake friends. But when the
maj or powers of the West at that tinme such as the Spani sh, Portuguese,
Italian, French, Dutch and the British, came to this region, their
specific anmbition was to rule and col oni se the countries,” Anwar had said.

Mal aysi a believes that China will not try to display its strength to
control Asia but will continue to cooperate and nake friends with its
nei ghbours. Its willingness to solve issues |ike the overlapping clains on
Spratly Islands in South China Sea through proper neans and divert the
attention of the dispute to a nore nmeani ngful econom c cooperation wll be
a boost towards peace and prosperity in the region.

Li, during his meeting with Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on Friday, agreed that the Spratlys issue be resol ved through
proper channels such as the Convention of the Law of the Sea. He al so
agreed with Dr Mahathir that there are other inportant matters that should
be given priority such as cooperation anong cl ai mng countries to devel op
econom ¢ activities in the area.

China's willingness to talk and listen as well as share Mal aysia's views
on various international issues such as the political instability in
Canbodi a, proposed East Asia Economi ¢ Caucus, and Malaysia's call for a
review of the 1948 Uni versal Declaration of the Hunman Rights is a positive



sign that China will not want to create trouble for its nei ghbours.
China's willingness to listen and share views with other Asian countries
showed that the country has a soft spot despite its "big brother"” status
anong Asian nations. In fact, international and regional issues doni nated
the neeting between the two Mal aysi an and Chi nese heads of governnent,
showi ng China's seriousness in wanting to preserve relationship with

nei ghbouring countri es.

China's support for the proposed review of the Universal Declaration for
Human Rights will undoubtly boost Malaysia's efforts towards a revi ew of
t he Decl arati on.

Chinais alsowilling to cooperate with Mal aysia and participate in
di scussions, either at the expert or group |l evel to address the human
rights issue because it shares the view Mal aysia that sonme of the
provisions in the Declaration which was witten years ago may not be
rel evant today.

Li had described Dr Mahathir's call for the review as one of "vision and
courage".

If Admral Zheng Ho had the courage to sail thousands of kilonetres in
the open seas just to bind ties between China and the rest of the world
during his tinme, there is no reason why China will not lend its support to
hel p its neighbours in ensuring fairness and peace in the region.
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