02/ 08/ 1997
Chong Eu to USM " Pronpte expertise

Mari na Emmranuel

PENANG, Fri. - Universiti Sains Ml aysia Pro-Chancellor Tun Dr Li mChong
Eu tonight called on the university to pronote its own expertise for the
nation's devel opment.

He said USMs ability to tap the talents of its staff, who, unlike their
foreign counterparts, were better-versed in dealing with | ocal cultures
and its related problens, would pay off in the |long run.

"The expertise avail able at the USM covering nost areas of study,

i ncludi ng drug counsel ling, clinical pharnmacy, nedicine, comrunications
and i nformation technol ogy nmust be exploited,” he said during USM s
chancel l or's dinner at Shangri-La's Rasa Sayang Resort.

Al so present were Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon, chairnman of
USM s council Tan Sri Ani Arope, its Vice-Chancellor Datuk Professor |shak
Tambi Kechi k, forner Federal Hi gh Court judge Tan Sri Abdul Aziz Zain and
Mal aysi an Al DS Counci| president Datin Paduka Marina Mahathir.

Koh, Abdul Aziz and Marina will be conferred honorary degrees by USM s
Pr o- Chancel | or Tun Dai m Zai nuddin during its 26th convocati on cerenony
t onmor r ow.

Dr Lim who represented the university's Chancellor the Raja of Perlis
Tuanku Syed Putra at the dinner, said:

"USM s future devel opnment as an institution of higher |earning can only
be assured if it is able to actively and effectively pronote education for
siciety to progress."

Dr Limsaid although USM s nunerous achi evenents such as its equity
participation in research and devel opnent activities augured well for this
era of corporatisation, the university should not rest on its laurels.

"The responsibilities and chall enges placed on USM conti nue to increase
to neet the country's future needs,” he said, adding that the university
was no longer only placed in its traditional ranks of excellence in
academ a

It was also in a position to offer its expertise to industries for the
country's economi c grow h.

"These efforts need the support of all parties, including the private
sector.

"I ncentives and encouragenment given such as tax rebates when utilising
uni versity expertise should be fully exploited to progress futher in
research and devel opnent, " he said.

Meanwhi | e, I shak said USM woul d assunme a greater role in education in
line with the nation's rapi d devel opnent.

"Whi l e our acconplishnents in research activities are the ones we can be
proud of, | believe we can excel further," he said.

I shak said in assisting the country as it noves towards
i ndustrialisation, institutions of higher |earning had an i nmportant role
to play through its research and devel opnent activities.

"USM s plans to forge ahead in this area will be accelerated with the
setting up of a co-operative biotechnol ogy and bi opharmacy centre soon.

"W al so hope the research grants received | ast year totalling over RML7
mllion will produce significant results for R&D in future," he added.
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