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City of future with a strong | ocal inprint

Shar eem Anty

CITIES have traditionally been creations of chance, starting out as grubby
little towns and transforming into sone of the world's nost gl anpurous
urban centres, thanks to a happy confluence of trade and opportunity.

The downsi de of such ad hoc growth, however, is the kind of strain on
infrastructural resources that we see in our own capital city, which has
fast become a pressure cooker of scarce spaces and snarling traffic jans.

In creating Putrajaya, the future site of the federal admi nistrative
centre, the Governnent will be going agai nst these natural |aws of
devel opnent by building a city deliberately...fromscratch!

It has been done before but not always with great success. Brasillia in
Brazil and Australia's Canberra, for exanple, have both been criticised
for being physically isolated fromthe national mainstream

Respondi ng to these doubts, Putrajaya Corporation's president Tan Sri
Azi zan Zai nul Abidin said studying these precedents would go a | ong way in
maki ng sure Mal aysia's RM20 billion project would strike out on a nore
successful path.

The corporation, which was created and enpowered by an Act of
Parliament, is responsible for managi ng devel opnent and ot her rel ated
matters on behal f of the Governnent.

"We've | ooked at cities like Brasillia and Canberra to avoid the
probl ens they have," said Azizan. "Putrajaya won't be isolated. It is only
25km away from Kuala Lunpur. It will only take 15 minutes to travel from
the capital, either by the express rail link or the dedi cated hi gmay."

Putrajaya, he pointed out, will be located in a growth corridor. The
Kual a Lunpur International Airport is being built in the south and growth
areas such as the Miultinedia Super Corridor's Cybercity will be a
nei ghbour.

"What we' ve al so done,"” he said, "is draw up a master plan that maps out
proper |land use fromthe very start."”

But why the need for such an anbitious and expensive project in the
first place? Besides the vision of a paperless and hi gh-tech governnent,
the current federal adm nistration's functions has a reputation for, well,
sl owness.

"Kual a Lunpur (the Government's current seat) is under a |ot of strain,”
Azi zan explained, "as it responds to the expandi ng needs of the popul ation
and its activities."

Putrajaya, on the other hand, is designed to ease this pressure on the
account of it being built to avoid the probl ens experi enced by Kual a
Lunpur.

Doubt s about the project, he said, were conpounded by m sconceptions of
its true purpose.

"I want to nmake this clear," he stressed. "Putrajaya is not a new
federal capital. Putrajaya is a relocation of Governnent ministries and
depart nments. "

Azi zan debunked fears that Putrajaya's financing would strain the
national coffers, especially since other infrastructure projects |like the
RV billion airport are also in progress.

The decision to build Putrajaya cane at an opportune nonent when the
very strong economy could be exploited but this did not stop a fewcritics
from posing this question: How can such a project be paid for without it
contributing to econom ¢ overheating?



Azi zan has a sinple answer: "W have enough liquidity in the econony and
t he burden on the Governnment is minimsed by entrusting the devel opnent to
Put raj aya Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd. "

The conpany will be responsible for nobst of the funding, including joint
ventures with private conpani es, he said.

Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |lbrahimrecently clarified that
awar di ng devel opnent packages to the private sector would cap the
Governnent's share of the expense at RV2.6 billion.

Putraj aya Hol di ngs conprises three partners - Petronas, the Governnent's
i nvest nent arm Khazanah Hol di ngs (each hol di ng 40 per cent equity) and
Per nodal an Nasi onal Berhad (20 per cent).

Asi de from Putrajaya Corporation and Putrajaya Hol di ngs, anot her conpany
responsible for the project is Kuala Lunmpur Centre City Berhad, which is
acting as project director.

Once the city is conpleted, it will be managed by Putrajaya Corporation
enpowered by Parlianent to be responsible for local authority functions
and effectively be Putrajaya's City Hall, a first for the country.

The manner in which the project is being carried out has al ready
attracted international interest with countries such as Japan sendi ng
representatives to study its progress.

Anot her point of pride is howthe project is getting off the ground with
only mniml help fromforeign expertise.

"Putrajaya is basically a wholly Ml aysian project," he said. "There's
been sone input fromforeign experts in highly specialised areas, but this
has been minimal."

Construction began |l ate | ast year on Phase One A, which targets
conpleting the Prime Mnister's Departnent, the top section of the
artificial |ake and peripheral areas by next year.

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad is due to nove into his new office in
Sept enber and Azi zan is confident that the Prime Mnister is not going to
have to wait.

Wth all the tal k about intelligent buildings, telenedicine, Smart
school s and conputer-based i nteraction between the public and the
Governnent, Putrajaya is clearly set to be a city of the future.

"Architecturally, Putrajaya will be an indigenous city with a nodern
| ook, said Azizan. "Yes, it's a city of the future, but the local inprint
is goint to be very strong."

There al so seens to be a nelting pot of cultural styles, fromthe 100m
wi de Eur opean-style boul evard that will bisect the core area to the
Moori sh architecture of the Putra Msque.

Anot her priority is having all that technology reside in a Garden City,
which is to be brought to life with the construction of parks, |akes and a
wet | and ar ea.

Geenery in fact, will be the biggest conponent in the city with a 37.5
per cent share of the | and area.

Azi zan believes that this attention to the surroundings will make
Putrajaya a nodel city in nore ways than one

"W hope to create a nore conducive environnent for people to live and
work in to reduce the pressures of nodern urban |iving. The hoped for
result is a community way of life that encourages high noral val ues.

"W want the best," he said, "but in the end, technol ogy nust be made to
make |ife better for people.™
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