11/ 05/ 1997
Cl ai ns of bei ng undenocratic not true

Ram an Sai d; Tengku Sari ffuddin

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad said he is sad that
the Governnent is accused of being undenocratic and that it has the courts
under its control

The Prime M nister and Umo president said he was al so unhappy w th what
appeared to be doubl e standards in the perception of some quarters, of
court decisions involving Government parties and the Opposition.

Speaki ng at a Press conference after chairing a three-and-a-hal f-hour
nmeeting of the Umo suprene council at the party's headquarters here, Dr
Mahat hi r ar gued

"If, indeed, the Governnent was undenocratic and that it controlled the
courts, Umo woul d not have been declared unlawful in 1988."

Cting the Press coverage on Kota Melaka MP Lim Guan Eng's case as an
exanpl e, Dr Mahat hir said:

"Statenents by LimKit Siang (Opposition | eader and Guan Eng's fat her)
that there is injustice in court decisions are given prom nence, but the
m sfortune that befalls the party and Governnent follow ng other court
deci si ons, were not highlighted by conpari son.

(Guan Eng was found guilty and fined RML5, 000 by the Mal acca Hi gh Court
on April 28 on the charge of sedition and for naliciously making a fal se
publication.)

"The foreign Press is expected to criticise the court's decision to fine
Guan Eng ... but it seens the |ocal Press has adopted a sinmlar stance.

"W are perplexed as to why such an opi nion could be forned when the
action taken is based on the | aw," he said.

(The Attorney-General has filed an appeal agai nst the inadequacy of the
fines.)

Dr Mahat hir said when Umo was decl ared unl awful or when the court
decided in favour of the Cpposition as seen in several cases related to
the general election, the decisions were easily accepted.

"If these decisions had involved the DAP, the Press woul d have expl oded.

"But when it happened to Umo, there is nothing ... as if the Opposition
is privileged, can do anything they like and no action can be taken
agai nst themeven if these are within the |law. "

"I want to know whet her menmbers of the Opposition are exenpted or are
i mmune fromthe | aw.

"Even the Sultans are no longer imune ... but the Opposition expects
that anything they do, the court and the | aw cannot touch them" he said.

Dr Mahathir said the courts had al so deci ded agai nst Governnent parties
in election matters even though the peopl e had nade their choice of
candi date but that the Governnment did not protest.

"I'n Guan Eng's case, it was nmade to look as if the Governnent was
undenocratic and controls the courts.

"If this is true, then why was Kit Siang fined only RM2, 000, which
allows himto continue as an MP. Doesn't that show that the court was
siding with the opposition?" he asked.

Dr Mahat hir conti nued:

"When the court presses on the Governnent, we didn't protest and the
Press considers this to be nornal."

Dr Mahathir had earlier stunned nenbers of the Press when he "announced"
t hat the Governnment had deci ded to ban the DAP

Asked to clarify this, he said the DAP was not banned but that he only



made t he announcenent to drive hone his point that in issues involving the
Opposi tion, everyone woul d take notice and give the nmatter serious
attention.

He said contrary to popul ar belief, the local Press was "far from
supportive of the Governnent".

He said: "The reporting that | see on Guan Eng, the publicity given to
him... appears to be that this is an unfair action taken agai nst him

"For exanpl e, our candi date has won (i n Begunan, Sarawak) but is not
recogni sed by the court because soneone is said to have gi ven noney to
soneone el se

"It is not himor his agents who gave the noney, but he has to pay the
price (as his victory was declared null and void).

"But in @Quan Eng's case, it is clear he has committed an of fence under
the law. But why the difference in perception?"

Asked whet her he was using the Press coverage on the sedition case to
show that the | ocal Press was not supportive of the Governnment, the Prine
M nister said it |ooked like it.

"Yes. The local Press as well as the foreign Press,
attention given to speeches by Kit Siang.

When pointed out that this was the first tinme he or any Governnent
| eader had spoken strongly on the sedition case, he said reporters had
never asked himto coment on it before.

"Today | take the opportunity (to raise the matter) as it was di scussed
by the suprene council. | neet the Press often but no one has asked ne. In
fact, | spend nost of ny tinme being foll owed by the Press."

Dr Mahathir said he was sure in sone countries, stern action would be
taken agai nst hi m(Guan Eng) for meking vari ous accusations agai nst the
Gover nment .

"Probably, he will be brought to court for some reason or other and
heavily fined and will never be an MP again

"But in Malaysia, he is free to say nasty things, but because he was
seditious, action was taken by the court but not me."

Asked whether he felt Guan Eng deserved the penalties, Dr Mahathir said:
"l don't care whether he deserved it or not, but it is within the | aw

"He di d sonething wong and was not even fined the maxi mumor sent to
jail. But there are quarters already saying that the Governnent is
undenocratic.”

Dr Mahathir said that Guan Eng speaks in Parlianent, he spits all his
accusations agai nst the Governnent "and we put up with him"

(END)
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