21/ 11/ 1997

Cl ear message has been sent

THAT Mal aysi ans woul d overwhel mi ngl y endorse Wednesday's notion of
confidence in the | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad in the face of US's unilateral actions was a foregone concl usi on
Knowi ng this and yet choosing to go through the el aborate due process
em nently denmonstrates that the people do not take lightly actions by
out si ders which chal |l enge the nation's sovereignty.

Wth the unani nobus vote in the august Dewan Rakyat and the people's
out pouring of support for the Governnent in the past weeks to repudiate
the US's applying exra-territoriality, a clear nessage has been sent. As a
soverei gn nation with a denocratically-el ected Governnment, we brook no
interference in our donestic affairs and the way we conduct conmerci al
busi ness wi th ot hers.

The five-point notion adopted after nearly five hours of debate is not
the culmi nation of enotionalismon the part of Ml aysians as our
detractors would like to conclude. Far fromit. Rather it epitom ses a
country whose peopl e cannot easily be tranpled on. As Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimhas quite rightly stressed, the
intention of the motion is none other than to denonstrate that "we have
dignity".

It is precisely because the 34 US Congressnmen's proposed resolution to
censure Dr Mahathir is way out of line that we have to speak up. It is a
matter of principle. Mlaysians' categorical response shows our contenpt
for actions which exceeded the nornms of diplomatic engagenent by the
wor | d' s single superpower which so vehenently chanpi ons denocracy around
the gl obe. That the US, a staunch supporter of freedomto trade, threatens
to i npose sanctions on Petronas and other investors in the Iranian South
Pars gas project goes against the very aspiration of the Wrld Trade
Organi sation. Hence, the Ml aysian stand not to co-operate in the US
i nvestigation into the Petronas i nvestnent shows we are not afraid to
stand up for our rights. In fact, the appropriateness of the Ml aysi an
response starkly rem nds Asians of the time-tested maximthat "If you are
tenpted to slander sonmeone, don't. Qur nouths are neant for ingesting
food, not for speaking indiscrimnately against another."

Now t hat the US actions have caused so nmuch flak, it is left to be seen
whet her the Congressnen will still proceed with tabling the VWexler
resol ution which calls on Dr Mahathir to apol ogi se or resign over "anti -
Jewi sh” remarks which he never made. In the event that this small group
does not have the good sense to withdraw the resol uti on whi ch has al ready
been criticised by some at honme, it is hoped that the najority in the US
adm nistration will |look at the issues at hand naturely and objectively.
Certainly there are already too nany urgent problens in the US nationa
and international agenda to allow these vexing issues to remain
unresol ved, engendering even nore anger agai nhst the US.

Mal aysia, on its part, has re-enphasised in yesterday's notion that it
wants to "ensure the continuity of good relations with the US in al
aspects and to enhance relations". Anwar al so noted that Ml aysi a has
excellent diplomatic relations with the US. Trade with that country
increased to RVM66 billion last year. There are 11,646 Ml aysi an students
inthe US. As one reader of this paper so rightly concluded in his recent
letter calling on the USto be rational, there is "nore greatness in
magnani mty and tol erance. ™
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