04/ 02/ 1997
Cl ose wat ch on ni ghtspots shoul d be wel coned

Kamar ul zaman Sal | eh

THE Serenban Muni ci pal Council's decision to review licensing conditions
for entertai nnent centres to nmake operators adopt "positive changes”
shoul d be wel coned by t he people.

The review is ainmed at checki ng negative cul ture brought about by these
establ i shments on the public, especially youths.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad had recently directed the
Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters to keep a close check on these outlets
whi ch had been identified as the root of all social problens.

Wth the Federal Governnent expressing its deep concern on the socia
ills caused by these places, the council's nove in directing entertai nnent
centre operators to nake changes shoul d be comended.

Critics may even call for these outlets to be banned to solve the
probl emeffectively.

Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhanmad | sa Abdul Samad, who is al so counci
president, however, said the State had no plans to cl ose down these
centres as it would not solve social problens in the State.

Speaking after chairing the council's full board neeting recently, he
said entertai nnent outlets |ike karaoke centres would be required to
repl ace existing doors with see-through doors for patrons.

Besi des, he said, these outlets would al so not be allowed to fix tinted
gl assi n karaoke roons.

"When the doors are closed, we don't really know what they, especially
unmarried couples, are doing inside the room" he said, adding that
outlets which failed to conply with the directive would be shut down.

He had al so directed other | ocal Government authorities in the State to
i ntensi fy enforcenent on such prem ses.

Mohamad | sa had al so urged councillors of |ocal authorities to conduct
regul ar checks together with enforcenent personnel to check inmora
activities at entertai nment outl ets.

In this respect, affected operators should be sincere in their effort to
prevent their centres frombeing identified as the root of all social
pr obl ens.

They shoul d co-operate by preventing unhealthy activities fromtaking
pl ace at their establishments.

In the final analysis, operators should show their concern and
comm tnment to enable themto act responsibly to mnimse the social ills
associated with their operations.

(END)
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