14/ 04/ 1997

Cl ub nakes record collection of old newspapers for recycling

| POH, Sun. - More than 50 tonnes of old newspapers - the largest in the
country so far - have been collected for recycling by the Leo O ub of Ipoh
with the co-operation of 28 schools in Perak.

"We have been granted the | argest ol d newspaper collection drive in
Mal aysi a endorsed by the Ml aysi a Book of Records,” club organising
chai rman Kong Kok Hoong said at the | aunch of the environnental project,
the "Garden Dreani, at Indera Milia Stadi umtoday.

The project, supported by the Lions District 308B, was |aunched by State
Urban Devel opnment, Local Government and Consumer Affairs comittee
chai rman Chang Ko Youn

The | arge nunber of newspapers was stacked up in front of the Indera
Mulia Stadiumthis nmorning during the |aunch.

Kong said the project was ainmed at collecting ol d newspapers from
students of each school for recycling purposes and all the funds woul d be
refunded to the participating schools for | andscapi ng purposes.

The participating secondary schools were Anderson, Sam Tet, Methodi st
ACS, Shen Jai, Seri Kl edang, Menglenbu, Miin Convent, Ave Maria, Perak
Grls, Raja Perenmpuan, Raja Chulan, Politeknik, STAR, Yuk Choy, Yuk Choy
H gh School, Poi Lam Poi Lam Hi gh School, Sri Putera, Sri Intan, Yuk
Kwan, St Bernadette's Convent, Sultan Idris Shah, Pei Yuan, Methodist ACS
(Kanpar), Pasir Putih, Syed Abdul Chani, Hanmi d Khan and Batu Gaj ah.

"Besi des that, we al so hope to create awareness to the citizens on the
i nportance of environnental issues,” Kong said.

"Wth this project, we also hope to create teamwork and | eadership
skill anong the students when they are collecting the ol d newspapers,"” he
added.

Later, speaking at the launching of the project, Chang urged soci al
cl ubs, schools, non-governnmental organi sations and others to help the
State Governnent plant 300,000 plants by the year 2000.

"Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ranmli Ngah Talib wants the state to plant 300, 000
trees by the year 2000 and we hope to achieve the target with their co-
operation,” he said.

Chang, who is also the State Tree Planting Conmittee chairnman, invited a
representative of the Lions Club to sit as a conmttee nenber at its next
meeting on April 22.

Earlier, District 308B environnent chairman Datuk Foo Wan Kien said the
club would play its part to assist Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s vision to nake the whol e country a garden nation a reality.

He said the club has planted a thousand trees two nonths ago in the
country and it would continue with spearheading this programre.

"W have also in mind to create canps around the country so that our
yout hs can be trained for horticulture by professionals," he said.

"However, ny concern is that there is lack of co-ordination to carry out
the tree planting project."”

"On one hand, we were encouraged to plant trees and on the other the | aw
prohi bit us to have open-burni ng.

"Now new | aws have been inpl enented on waste collection in ternms of
wei ght whereby we have to pay to get rid of our garden waste which wll
eventual | y di scourage tree pl anting.

"I urge the Governnent to consider waiving the charges of the disposa
of garden waste in order to green our environnment," he added.
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