25/ 10/ 1997

CM on how Wanita Umo can hel p i nprove econony

MALACCA, Fri. - Wanita Umo can play an inportant role in hel ping i nprove
the country's econony by educating wonmen to be thrifty, Chief Mnister
Dat uk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin said today.

He said Wanita Umo shoul d advi se ot her wonen not to purchase
unnecessary itens especially those which were inport ed.

"The rol e of wonen cannot be denied in | ooking after the econony of
their househol ds. Therefore, wonen should plan their expenditure in a way
that they do not purchase itens which are not necessary," he said.

Abu Zahar said this at a high tea he hosted for State Wanita Umo
menbers at his official residence in Seri Bendahara yesterday evening.

Al so present were his wife Datin Seri Khalijah Mohd Jiddi, State Wanita
Umo chi ef Mahani Manap, State Assenbl yman for Tangga Batu Hazi zah Mohd
Sul tan and national Umo Wanita Exco nmenber Lati pah Orar.

Abu Zahar who is also the State Umo |iason comittee chairman said
worren coul d al so be encouraged to plant crops like onions and chilli to
neet their donestic needs.

"At present, nost (food) itens are inported and this results in an
outflow of the ringgit fromthe country. This will in turn affect the
val ue of our currency due to trade inbal ances.

"To prevent such asituation, wonen shoul d be encouraged to plant their
own food |like what they did in the old days. Today, there are many nodern
techni ques to plant food such as hydroponi cs which saves | and space," he
sai d.

The Chief Mnister said the present econonic problem should not be
bl amed on the | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

He urged all Umo nenbers to support both | eaders as they had brought
the country economni c success.

"Therefore, | would Iike to take this opportunity to warn busi nessmen
who stab the | eadership frombehind that they are too outspoken. These
busi nessnmen do not appreciate the contributions that Dr Mahathir and Anwar
had made to bring progress to this country," he said, adding al
Mal aysi ans shoul d stand firm behind the | eadership of the two.

Abu Zahar said his adm nistrati on woul d enphasi se on controlled
devel opnent.

"I would want to see the State progress further. However, | do not want
the Mal ays to be |l agging. Therefore, | would |like to enphasise a bal anced
devel opnent approach, " he said.

During the event Wanita Umo nenbers took a pl edge to support the
| eadership of Dr Mahathir, Anwar and Abu Zahar. They al so presented
resolutions in the fields of educational, econonmical, religious, politica
and soci al

Speaking to reporters |ater, Mahani said it was tinme for wonen to be
represented in the State adm nistratioin by being given a State Exco
position, as well as a seat in the Senate.
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