19/ 08/ 1997

CMrotation system working well'

KOTA KI NABALU, Mon. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
the systemof rotating the Chief Mnistership every two years anong the
three main comunities in Sabah had worked very well.

Speaki ng at a news conference at the Kota Kinabalu International Airport
old term nal before leaving for Mri after a two-day official visit to
Sabah, Dr Mahathir said the rotation systemhad not led to "fighting”
anmong the | eaders in the State.

"I't's working very well ... | don't see themfighting," he said. Turning
to Chief Mnister Datuk Yong Teck Lee, who was seated next to him he
jokingly said: "You see, he has not been punched yet."

The Bari san Nasi onal had, during the State election in March 1994,
promsed to rotate the Chief Mnister's post anong the MislimBum putera,
Chi nese and t he non- Musl i m Buni put era.

When the BN took over the State admi nistration follow ng the coll apse of
the Parti Bersatu Sabah governnent in April after several of its
assenbl ynen defected to the BN, the promi se was ful filled.

Tun Sakaran Dandai, who is now the Yang di-Pertua Negeri of Sabah, was
the first Chief Mnister to be appointed under the system

When Sakaran was appoi nted as Yang di-Pertua Negeri in Novenber 1994,
Dat uk Salleh Tun Said took over the Chief Mnistership to conplete the
two-year termfor the MiuslimBuni putera.

In May | ast year, Salleh resigned to pave the way for Yong's appoi nt nent
as Chief Mnister representing the Chinese.

A non- Musl i m Bum putera from anong t he Kadazandusun | eader will be
appointed to take over from Yong when his termends in My.

Asked if the rotation systemwould be continued after Yong's term
expired, as it would be only about 10 nonths before the next State
el ection, Dr Mahathir said the BN was prepared to face election at any
tinme.

"We are not tal king about the Chief Mnister, we are tal ki ng about the
BN facing election ... whoever is the Chief Mnister won't affect our
chances in the election,” he said.

On the recent minor reshuffle of the State Cabinet, the Prine Mnister
said it did not nean that the rotation systemwas w ong.

He said the reshuffle might have been necessary as a certai n Cabi net
M ni ster was better in another Mnistry.

In the recent reshuffle, Rural Devel opnent M nister Datuk Yahya Hussein
swapped portfolios with Conmuni cati on and Wrks M ni ster Datuk Dayang
Mahani Tun Pengi ran Ahnmad Raff ae.

On reports of irregularities in the approval of tinber concessions, Dr
Maht hir said he could not deny that such problens existed and that he
woul d di scuss with Yong how to address them

However, he said, it was clear that there had been progress in the
managenent of forests in the State, adding that there was nore replanting
of trees now than before.
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