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Anwar - archi tects
COVE UP WTH DESIGNS TO | MPROVE COVWMUNI TY LIVING ARCH TECTS TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 27 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar |brahim today called for architects to exercise their creative
i magi nation to the full to come up with designs for urban housing that
woul d ensure the preservation, if not, the inprovenent of the community
[iving.

As a matter of fact, he said, the Klang Valley had been suffering sone
of the urban blight for sone tinme now.

"The average urban dweller is alnbst a stranger to his nei ghbours even
if he lives in one of those rows of |ink houses and is separated by thin
wal I s", he said at the annual dinner of Malaysian Association of Architect
t oni ght .

"As our nation progresses, we expect better living standard. The big
challenge to architect is to design not just residential areas, but healthy
community," he said.

According to him an urban house nust not only be affordable to an
average urban dweller but nust also be part of a real nei ghbourhood, one
that pronmptes a real sense of conmunity anong nei ghbours.

In noving towards the creation of an information society, he said the
approach to town-pl anning, design and architecture would change
increasingly into sonething quite different from what they had been
accustomed to.

"For exanple with sophisticated multinmedia technology in future, our
daily task woul d be nade easier,"” said Anwar.

He said city devel opnment woul d have take into account the need to
install information infrastructure, capable also of adapting to future
application softwares which were continually changing at dazzling speeds.

Anwar said new technology in transportion, power production and waste
di sposal s woul d al so have an inpact on the planning concept.

He urged architects not only to think of thenselves as anobng the nost
i mportant agent of hunan devel opnent but also to denonstrate that they care
for the social good by making thenselves nore visible as nmenbers of the
conmuni ty.

"1 woul d encourage conferences, research and devel opnent, initiatives
and design conpetition and exhibition to expose talents in the area of
alternative solutions," he said.

In noving towards the creation of an information society, he said the
approach to town-pl anning, design and architecture would change
increasingly into sonething quite different from what they had been
accustomed to.

"For exanple with sophisticated multinmedia technology in future, our
daily task would be made easier,"” said Anwar.

He said city devel opment woul d have take into account the need to
install information infrastructure, capable also of adapting to future
application softwares which were continually changing at dazzling speeds.

Anwar said new technology in transportion, power production and waste
di sposal s would al so have an inmpact on the planning concept.

He urged architects not only to think of thenselves as anobng the nost
i mportant agent of hunman devel opment but also to denonstrate that they care
for the social good by making thensel ves nore visible as nmenbers of the
conmuni ty.

"1 woul d encourage conferences, research and devel opnent, initiatives



and design conpetition and exhibition to expose talents in the area of
alternative solutions,” he said.

At the function, Anwar was awarded the seventh PAM s honorary
nmenbership, conferred to any person who had shown interest in architecture
and the arts and sciences connected therewth.

The association, inits 30 years of existence, had only honoured six
individuals with the award, anong them Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohaned.

Earlier, PAMs president P. Kasi said that there was a need to review
and study the whol e devel opment process in the country to keep up with
changi ng conditions in the country.

He said alternatives need to be explored both on devel opnent strategies
and statutory requirenents.

"For exanple, to cope up with our situation, would higher density city
living be better or can high density high rise with nore open spaces and
facilities be designed to provide better urban living environments?" he
sai d.

Anwar al so presented awards to wi nners of the PAM Architectural Awards
1997 in different categories such as the industrial buildings, conmmercial
bui l dings, institutional buildings, hotel/resorts buildings and interior
desi gn. -- BERNAMA
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