12/ 09/ 1997
Conmi ttee nmay make haze action plan mandatory

Est her Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The National Haze Committee today decided to
exam ne the possibility of making the inplenmentation of the haze action
pl an nmandat ory.

As a result, Covernnment agencies and ministries represented on the
comm ttee have been asked to see if |laws under their jurisdiction can be
appl i ed when i npl enenting t he plan.

The conmittee al so decided to widen its powers by expanding the
commttee to include other Governnent agencies and mnistries.

They include the Mnistries of Public Enterprises and Primary | ndustries
and | ocal authorities. The commttee al so wants Sukom and oil conpanies to
be represented.

Menbers currently include officials fromthe Mnistries of Education,
Heal t h, Transport, Information and International Trade and Industry; the
Departments of Road Transport, Environnent and Civil Aviation; Institute
of Medical Research, the Prime Mnister's Departnment, Kuala Lunmpur City
Hal | and Universiti Putra Ml aysi a.

Speaki ng after chairing a two-hour neeting today, Science, Technol ogy
and Environnent M nister Datuk Law Hi eng Ding said the deci sions were nade
foll owi ng questions about the action plan's effectiveness.

The pl an, approved by the Cabinet last nonth, is currently inplenmented
on a voluntary basis.

"No deci sion has been made on nmaking it mandatory. W are going a step
further by exanmining this possibility in case we need to maeke it
mandat ory.

"W want to know which laws can be applied by the respective agencies,"”
Law said

For instance, the action plan stipulates that car park charges shoul d be
i ncreased when an area records unhealthy air quality readings for nore
than 72 hours and is placed on early alert stage one.

The problemis that air quality readings fluctuate daily. Air quality
can deteriorate one day and i nprove the next.

Therefore, Law said the cormittee nust see if car park charges coul d be
i ncreased t hroughout haze period, instead of depending solely on daily air
pol [ utant index readi ngs.

He said nenbers would submit their findings when the committee nmeets
agai n next nonth.

On the expansion of the conmttee, Law said this was a directive from
Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

The Public Enterprises Mnistry is to be included because public
transport cones its jurisdiction. Public transport operators are to reduce
fares under early alert stage one of the plan.

Primary Industries Mnistry's representation is needed because it
governs plantations. The ministry can hel p check open burning on
pl antati ons, for instance.

O | conpani es' co-operation is inmportant in supplying | ow sul phur
content fuel oil while Sukomhas to be represented because the Governnent
wants to introduce nmeasures to prevent the haze during next year's
Comonweal t h Ganes.

Law sai d he has al so asked the national committee on di saster nanagenent
and relief to begin activating the action plan even before the air quality
reaches hazardous | evel s.



"They do not need to activate it on a full-scale basis. Al they need to
do is focus on education and nonitoring at State and district |evel.

Law said it al so proposed to include cloud-seeding as one of the
measures under the action plan. This will be discussed further.

He had asked City Hall to step up enforcenent activities and to see if
the recent introduction of bus | anes was effective in encouragi ng nore
peopl e to use buses.

To encourage car-pooling, Law has asked the RTD to conpile a report on
the problens faced by people using public transport.

The Health Mnistry was directed to conpile a report on health problens
caused by the haze and the areas affected. The statistics should include
cases fromprivate clinics.

At the same tine, the DOE will work with the IMR to study air content
during the haze peri od.

The DCA will compile a report on the list of flights cancelled or
del ayed due to the haze

Law hoped to invite an official fromthe Transport Mnistry and
Met eor ol ogi cal Services Departnent to attend next week's Asean Environnent
M ni sters Meeting in I ndonesi a.

This is to enable the officers to foll ow up on cl oud-seeding efforts.
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