03/ 09/ 1997

Conmittee to | ook into non-paynent of water bills

KOTA KI NABALU, Tues. - The Mnistry of Comuni cati on and Wrks has fornmed
an action conmttee to deal with outstanding water bills and other
problens related to water supply in the State

M ni st er Dat uk Yahya Hussein said the State Governnment had incurred
massi ve | osses in revenue as a result of the outstanding water bills.

"There are people who have not paid their bills and this has caused lots
of revenue (loss) to the State Governnent."

Yahya, however, did not reveal the total sumi nvol ved.

"I have directed the conmttee to give ne nonthly reports on the water
situationin the State."

Yahya was speaking to reporters at his office at the PAD building in
Senbul an.

He said the conmittee woul d conduct regular checks on water thefts and
br oken pi pes.

"One of the committee's tasks will be to deterni ne those who nake
illegal pipe extensions."

He said his mnistry was also waiting for a new conputeri sed systemt hat
woul d hel p overcone problens related to billing.

Conmrenti ng on the Umo general assenbly from Thursday to Sunday in Kual a
Lunpur, Yahya said Sabah Umo woul d al so send its del egat es.

"Most of the topics will be on education, religion and the econony.

"The econony may be a topic of discussion because of the current
exchange rate problem™

He said the topics would, however, depend on Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s openi ng address on Fri day.
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