21/ 10/ 1997
Conmmonweal th faces nmonment of truth at Edi nburgh neeting

Syed Nadzri in Edi nburgh

THE Commonweal t h, now 54-nation strong and threatening to grow sonme nore,
faces anot her nonent of truth when its | eaders neet in Edinburgh later
this week.

And the big question is: Is it still nothing but a talk-shop with plenty
of words and very little action? Is it a hangover fromthe British
i mperial past?

Chi ef Eneka Anyaoku, the secretary-general of the organisation, for one,
doesn't think so, and he is confident that this CHOGMwi || renain the
Comonweal t h Heads of Governnment Meeting and not a cheap holiday on
gover nment noney deri ded by many.

Anyaoku singled out the 1991 CHOGM i n Harare as the turning point
because’ that was when the whol e programe was i ntroduced to make the
Conmmonweal th a force for denpcracy and good governance and a nore
effective instrunent for the pronotion of sustainabl e devel oprent.

Known as the Harare declaration, this principle set the tone for the
subsequent neetings in Cyprus in 1993 and Auckland in 1995.

The Auckl and neeting, for instance, suspended Nigeria fromthe
organi sation for failing the good governance test in executing human
rights activist Ken Saro Wwa and ei ght of his followers.

Nigeria's status will be up for review in Edi nburgh and Mal aysia wi ||l
play a key role in determ ning whether or not the African country deserves
to be back in the mainstream

Mal aysia i s anpbng eight countries in the Compnwealth ninisterial action
group whose job is to police current political developnments in N geria.
This group, which also consists of Britain, Canada, Jamai ca, Ghana, New
Zeal and, South Africa and Zinbabwe, will subnit a report during this
CHOoGM

Mal aysia is represented in this group by its special envoy Tan Sri Misa
H tamwho will be acconpanying Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad t o Edi nbur gh.

It is understood that the action group will reconmend that Nigeria be
expel l ed altogether if there is no "denonstrabl e progress” in conditions
in that country.

Musa had said recently that Ml aysia and CHOGM wanted Nigeria to remain
in the Commonweal th. "Neverthel ess, the world is watching how we address
the issue and if we fail to act accordingly, the credibility of the
Conmmonweal th wil |l be questioned."

Perhaps it is this - and the fact that there appears to be significant
econom ¢ and conmerci al advantages to be gai ned from Commonweal th |inks -
t hat makes nore countries want to becone nmenbers. Sonme of those interested
have no |inks whatsoever with the British colonial past. Israel, for one.

It is understood that Israel's nenbership is on the agenda i n Edi nburgh
following a series of neetings between Anyaoku and Israeli officials of
| ate.

If thisis so, it is definitely going to put Malaysia in a spot with the
repercussions it could bring. And the prospects | ook disconfiting.

There are no diplomatic ties between Mal aysia and Israel. And assuni ng
| srael gets adnmitted, Dr Mahathir may find hinself seated just two or
three chairs away from Benjani n Netanyahu at the next meeting because such
seating arrangenents are always according to the al phabetical order of the
countri es.



For the record, at CHOGM decisions are made and i ssues resol ved, not
t hrough vote, but consensus. How easily this is going to be done when 54
countries are involved is another matter altogether, although it is
pertinent to note that CHOGM i s the biggest summit of |eaders held without
interpreters. Everyone conducts the proceedi ngs in English.

As for the econom c and conmerci al advantages of being a Commonweal th
menber, these issues will be put to a real test this tine around because
the theme of the Edi nburgh CHOGM is "Trade, |nvestnent and Devel opnent:
The Road to Commonweal th Prosperity”.

Total trade anpbng Commonweal th countries ampunts to about 20 per cent of
gl obal commrerce and this is said to be growing rapidly.

Anyaoku said this was an inportant factor in nmaki ng menber countries
reassess the value of their Commonwealth Iink in a nore positive way.

"I't is worth exploring how these |inks could be activated and built upon
to the mutual benefit of nenbers."

The sane thene will be considered by the Conmonweal th busi ness forumin
London on Wednesday which will bring together business | eaders and seni or
gover nment representatives.

Apart fromall these, this CHOGM provi des an added significance to
Mal aysia in that it not only coincides with its 40th year in the grouping,
it is also the | ast one before Kual a Lunpur hosts the Commonweal th Ganes
next year.

Sukom executive chairman Jen (Rtd) Tan Sri Hashi m Mohaned Ali is anbng
those in the Mal aysi an del egation i n Edi nburgh and he is expected to make
presentations, officially and by the sidelines, to del egates.

He is expected to provide updates about facilities and convince
del egates that Sukom'98 will take place despite reservations about the
haze and t he economni c probl ens besetting Ml aysi a.

As in previous neetings, ninisters and senior officials will nmeet in
paral l el sessions to fine-tune the resolutions and deci sions to be adopted
in the final comruni que

By the time the | eaders conme together on Friday, the ground work will
have been done and all they have to do is endorse or reject them

The heads will nove to St Andrews for their weekend retreat and it is
here, in a very informal atnosphere and away fromthe nmaddi ng envi ronnent
of convention centres, that they will have the opportunity to discuss
matters outside the mai n agenda.

St Andrews is the "Hone of Golf" and expectations are high that |eaders
won't three-putt at any juncture.
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