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CHOGMW Tr ade
COMMONVEALTH LEADERS WANT TRADE TO BE STEPPED UP

By: Zai noor Sul ai man

EDI NBURGH, Cct 25 (Bernanm) -- Commonweal th governnent | eaders, who are
neeting here, want concrete nmeasures to be taken to boost trade anong
menber countries, said Ml aysian Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi .

One of the steps proposed is the establishnment of the Commonweal t h
Preferential Trade Arrangenent (CPTA), he said in a briefing to Ml aysian
journalists at the end of proceedings on Friday night.

Twel ve | eaders spoke during the first day of the Commbnweal th Heads of
Government Meeting (CHOGM) thermed Trade, |nvestment and Devel opnment. Prine
M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mbhanmad | ed the Ml aysi an del egation at the
summt.

Abdul l ah said that in order to pronote nore bal anced trade and
devel opnent, the leaders felt there was a need for a nechanism to ensure
that menbers states that were small and with weak econonies were not |eft
behi nd.

Several del egates expressed the fear that those countries m ght not be
able to cope well with the effects of liberalisation and gl obalisation.

In his speech to the neeting on Friday, Dr Mahathir stressed that in
the liberalisation process, the level of devel opnment and conpetitive
advantage of a country mnust be taken into consideration.

O herwi se, small and weak countries would continue to |ag behind
wi t hout any opportunities, he said.

Abdul | ah said that to deal with this problem Australia had proposed a
programme to enable those countries to boost their capabilities in facing
the current era of globalisation

By participating in training sessions and sem nars under the progranme,
officials from such countries would be able to identify opportunities that
woul d enable themto step up trade, investnment and devel opnment in their
respective countri es.

"This proposal was well received and will be inplemented with the
asssi stance of several countries including Australia, Cananda and Britain,"
he said.

Abdul I ah said that in dealing with the gl obalisation wave, the heads of
government were in agreenment that the "snmart partnership" concept nooted by
Mal aysia at the Langkawi International Dialogue (LID) be pronoted anopng
Conmmonweal th countri es.

They believed that devel oped countries could help other nmenber states
especi al Iy nei ghbouring countries, by providing training and by taking part
in joint-venture projects and marketing the products.

Abdul | ah sai d the heads of governnent acknow edged the benefits of
smart partnership as an approach or principle that could be practised by
anyone given opportunities in investnent, trade and devel opnent projects in
Commonweal th countries.

By adopting this approach, all parties will be to obtain profits, he
sai d.

The heads of governnent resuned their cl osed-door neeting today chaired
by British Prime Mnister Tony Blair.

The del egates were hosted to a dinner by Queen Elizabeth Il at the
Hol yr oodhouse Pal ace here on Friday night. -- Bernana
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