17 APR 1997
Ti ng- Landscape
COVPULSORY LANDSCAPI NG FOR SI X MONTHS BEFORE CF | SSUED

KAJANG April 17 (Bernama) -- Every housing estate nust inplenent a
| andscapi ng schene for six nmonths before the certificate of fitness can be
i ssued, Housing and Local CGovernnent M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said
t oday.

The ministry, through the National Landscaping Departnent, was draw ng
up the landscapi ng guidelines on the mnimm | andscape features required of
each housing estate, he said.

The guidelines, to be ready end of the year, would, anong others,
stress tree planting nmethods and the types of trees suitable for housing

estates of linmted size to ensure a conducive living environment for the
resi dents.

"The new guidelines are specially for the housing estates because
earlier guidelines issued by the ministry were found to be too general," he

said after launching a tree-planting canpaign organised by the Housing
Devel opers' Associ ati on Ml aysia ( HDAM .

Dr Ting said the canpaign | aunched by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad on March 3 showed that the governnment was serious about
planting three nmllion trees by 2000.

The governnent wanted the housing estates to give nore enphasis to
| andscaping to conplenent its efforts to make Mal aysia a garden state by
2005, he added.

He said one tree was required to be planted for each terrace house and
two for each sem -detached house while the |ocal authorities would take
over the mai ntenance of the trees.

The devel opers nmust take into account factors like the type of tree and
the height to prevent problens |ike damage to buildings and road surfaces
and obstruction to electical lines and cables and underground pipes, he
sai d.

He al so sought the cooperation of the residents associations, rukun
t et angga bases and non-governnental organisations nationwi de to support the
tree-planting canpai gn. -- BERNAVA
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