07/ 05/ 1997
Concept viewed as way forward for SADC

Jail ani Harun i n Kasane (Botswana)

KASANE ( Bot swana), Tues: The Mal aysi an concept of Smart Partnership is
regarded as the nost reliable nethod i n addressi ng econom ¢ i ssues faced
by Sout hern African nations.

Nam bi an Presi dent Dr Sam Nuj oma said the very practical concept can
hel p bring about econom c progress in the region |ike that achi eved by
Asean.

"The Southern African regi on needs economc growh to bring about a
distribution of wealth and to create opportunities for the people to nake
a living.

"It is necessary to enpower people socially and economically in order to
mai nt ai n denocracy and respect for human rights.

"W see the Smart Partnership as the nost effective nmeans to inprove our
econom es," he told Business Tinmes today.

He was asked to comment on Datuk Seri Dr Mahthir Mhanad' s keynote
address at the first Southern Africa International Dialogue (SAID) |ast
ni ght.

The Prime Mnister had told the conference that Smart Partnership can be
entered into by many entities.

Apart from between governnment and the private sector, and anong nations
in aregion, there can be snmart partnershi ps between individuals, between
conmpani es, between cities and a host of others.

Smart Partnership, according to Dr Mahathir, is one way econonies of the
South can neet the chall enges of the so-called globalisation, which in
effect is a newstrategic alliance anong North countries to re-col oni se
t he weak and poor.

In agreeing with Dr Mahathir's idea, Nujoma said to achieve econom ¢
growt h, devel opnment corridors and cross-border initiatives through
strategi c partnershi ps are needed.

"The recent partnership arrangenent which South Africa forged with South
Western Bell of the US and Tel ekom Mal aysia is an exanple of a Smart
Part nership," he said.

Sout hern African nations however nust first have a good educati ona
system devel op strong work ethics, inprove savings rates and reduce
popul ati on growth, "and unless we devel op strong social contracts and
partnershi ps, we cannot succeed."

He urged Southern African countries to continue to dismantle barriers to
trade and investnent even if this may incur short-termcosts.

"It is also inportant that a spirit of conpetitive cooperation is
fostered throughout the region, both in the public and private sectors,"
he sai d.

Meanwhi | e, at the conference today, Botswana President Sir Ketumle
Masire said that SAID '97 will support and conpl ement the various efforts
bei ng undertaken under the auspices of the Southern Africa Devel opnent
Comuni ty ( SADC) .

"W seek increasingly to devel op person-to-person rel ati onshi ps and
trust anong the people of our region to build a southern African
cooperative team" he told an audi ence including ei ght heads of governnent
and sonme 140 captains of industry fromthe regi on and abroad.

SAID ' 97, he said, provides an opportunity for business and gover nnent
| eaders to exhange views on how they can work together as a teamin
pronoting the phil osophy and practice of Smart Partnership.



He expl ai ned that the principles of Smart Partnership were already
applied within the organi sati ons of SADC and the Front-Line States but the
12 SADC nenbers needed to build a new identity based on the phil osophy of
a win-wn relationship.

"Qur vision now and for the next generation nust be to establish a
Sout hern Africa Inc," he said.

SAI D ' 97 has brought together for the first time heads of state and the
private sector fromthe Commonweal th, Southern Africa and beyond, to
determ ne how best to cooperate in transformng the region into an
econom c gi ant.

It is organised by the governments of Botswana, Ml aw, Nam bia,

Zi mbabwe and t he Conmonweal th Partnership for Technol ogy Managenent.

At the dial ogue, Nujorma said Dr Mahathir's vision is clear enough to
transform Mal aysia i nto a devel oped nati on.

"He is now actively encouragi ng Southern African countries to take the
sane path in devel opnent through the partnership concept."”

Referring to the ubuntu spirit (I amhere for you and you are here for
us), Nujoma said such practice could enhance relations locally as well as
internationally.

Masi re nmeanwhi |l e hoped that after Kasane, a series of dial ogue between
the governnents and private sectors will be held by all SADC countri es.

In his nmeeting with Dr Mahathir in Gaborone | ast Saturday, Masire
prai sed Dr Mahathir for his success in devel opi ng Mal aysi a.

"Botswana can learn fromthis and | will be nost happy if we could
enul ate Mal aysia," he said, adding that he had already identified several
private conpani es in Botswana which could play a role in devel oping the
country.

At the end of the three-day dial ogue, South African President Nel son
Mandel a, who i s SADC chai rman, tabled a working paper on the new path to
be pursued by SADC whil e Masire spoke on the future of countries in
sout hern Afri ca.
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