17 NOvV 1997
US- Mahat hi r
CONGRESSVEN ARE V\RONG, SAYS US ENVOY

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 17 (Bernamm) -- US anmbassador to Ml aysia John Ml ott
said today it was "inappropriate" for US congressnen to call on a |eader of
anot her country to resign and urged Washi ngton and Kuala Lunpur to put a
stop to all the bickerings which may have affected bilateral ties

" Enough is enough. Let us put an end to this enptionalism Let us all
be nore responsible in what we say and wite. Let us try to control this
ugly atnosphere, rather than contribute to it," he told a news conference
at the US Enmbassy here.

Mal ott, who had just returned froma two-week vacation in Europe, said
US- Mal aysia relations were "too inportant not to do so"

He was comenting on the action by 27 US congressnen | ed by Robert
Wexl er (Denocrat-Florida) to nove a draft resolution at the US Congress
calling on Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad to apol ogise for his alleged
anti-Jewi sh remarks, failing which, he should resign as prinme mninister.

Dr Mahathir had clarified that his remarks blam ng Anerican financier,
George Soros, who is a Jew, for the Southeast Asian currency crisis, had
been msinterpreted and that he was not anti-Jew sh.

Mal ott said by saying that it was inappropriate for the congressnen to
ask a foreign leader to resign, he had nade 34 nenbers of the congress
angry at him

" The congressnen have sone influence over me on ny future," he said

He said he was prepared to "display this act of political courage"
because he believed that the US-Mal aysia relations were inportant.

Urging Mal aysians not to be enotional, Milott, who hinmself appeared
emptional as he read a prepared text, hoped that "in the days and weeks
ahead, the Mal aysian | eaders in the governnent, business and in the press
take a sinmlar determ nation" to place inportance on building a strong
US- Mal aysia ties.

Mal ott said as a friend of Ml aysia, he was concerned about what he had
heard and read in the |ocal press about the growi ng belief anong sone
Mal aysi ans that "there is some benefit to be derived from engaging in
Amer i ca- bashing and thrashing the ties."

"1"m concerned about the growing tendency to blane everything that is
happeni ng on foreigners, usually Anericans, or on the foreign press,
usual |y American-owned," he said.

Mal ott said he was shocked to read | ocal editorial opinions that the
sal e of foreign publications should be banned in Ml aysia, or that the US
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) was conspiring with the foreign press to
bring down Dr Mhathir and that US governnment funds were being used to
mani pul ate the stock market.

He al so expressed di sappoi ntnent over remarks that his enmbassy was not
doing its job to inprove bilateral ties.

Calling on all parties to put an end to this, he said: "My nmessage
today is about the inportance of our relationship and the grow ng
partnership that we have been building, My nessage today is "enough is
enough"... to put it in the Arerican slang, 'let's cool it'."'

On the draft resolution against Dr Mahathir, Malott said it had not
been forwarded to the US Congress and believed it would not be done "for
sone tinme".

VWhile noting that the resolution stressed the inportance the congress
attached to US-Malaysia ties, Malott, however, said the congressnen had a



right to express their concern about the alleged remarks of the Prine
M ni ster as reported by the Ml aysi an press.

VWhen asked if Dr Mahathir's clarification on his statement about the
Jews was conveyed by the enbassy to the US governnent and the congressnen,
Mal ott said they were aware as it was reported by BERNAMA in Washi ngton.

" Alnost anything that is said here is reported back in Washi ngton
because the US governnment subscribes to BERNAMA. |If you go to any US
government agency in Washington, you will see the BERNAMA press statenent
coming in.

" The clarifications that the Prine Mnister nade were reported
directly by BERNAMA to US governnent officers and the enbassy did send in
reports of what the Prinme Mnister had to say, clarifying his remark," he
sai d.

Despite the clarification, sone of them (congressmen) were not
satisfied, he said.

On the threatening phone calls received by the enbassy which he said
were ainmed at him Mlott said he took the calls seriously and inforned the
Americans here about it.

Asked if he was sure the callers were Ml aysians, he said he had no
i dea but they spoke in English. -- BERNAVA
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