14/ 08/ 1997
Copter crash probe teamrul es out nechanical faults

M chel | e Shear es

| NVESTI GATORS of the May 2 helicopter crash, which killed Tan Sri Yahaya
Ahrmad, his wife and pilot, have rul ed out nmechani cal or engineering faults
as the cause of the crash, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
announced yest er day.

The investigation team conprising officials fromAircraft Accident
I nvestigati on Bureau of England and the Departnment of Civil Aviation
(DCA), has submitted a prelimnary report on the helicopter crash.

Yahaya, who was the chairman and chi ef executive officer, his w fe Puan
Sri Rohana O hnman and helicopter pilot Major (R) Azlizan Abdul Manas were
killed when the Agusta 109 P helicopter they were flying in crashed near
Kual a Li pis, Pahang.

"What ever findings so far seemto reveal that there are no mechanica
faults nor engineering problens as the cause of the crash so they (the
i nvestigators) will have to | ook el sewhere for the cause of the crash," he
told reporters in Kuala Lunpur yesterday after the weekly Cabi net neeting.

Asked on the possibility that the helicopter was sabotaged as
i nvestigators had rul ed out nechanical fault, Dr Ling said: "There are no
such el enents pointing to that."

The minister said the report made no nmention of alien objects found in
the helicopter and he di smi ssed suggestions that the helicopter was
tanmpered with.

"I nvestigations are still ongoing with the Aircraft Accident
I nvestigation Bureau of England, which are the world's | eaders in such
matters," he said.

The UK-based bureau is the i ndependent body called in to oversee the
probe into the cause of the accident. They have been assisting the DCA

Dr Ling said he had not set any deadline for the teamto cone up with a
full report because he wants themto take all the tine necessary to do a
t horough i nvesti gati on.

"It is no use pushing themto come up with sonething in tw weeks, if
they need |l onger tine," he said.

He added the Cabinet has yet to see the prelimnary report and that he
will submt the full report when it is ready.

When asked if the full report will be made public, he said: "Let the
Cabi net decide if the report should be made public or not."

On the rules pertaining to experinental aircraft, Dr Ling said the DCA
will look into how these regul ati ons can be rel axed to encourage the
flying cul ture anong Mal aysi ans.

He stressed, however, that rel axation should not conprom se safety
aspects.

In a few devel oping countries, the rules for experinmental aircraft are
nore rel axed to encourage nore aviation enthusiasts to enter the fields of
flying, building, designing and maintaining experinmental aircraft.

He said flying is very popul ar, but nore people should go further and
deeper into the technical aspects |ike designing, building and maintaini ng
the aircraft.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad, in his opening speech at
the first Langkawi Oshkosh East Fly-I1n Convention and Exhibition held from
August 4 to 8, had called for Mal aysians to venture beyond just flying and
to indul ge in the understandi ng of aircraft nechanics as well.

Organi sed by Le Proton Lima Sdn Bhd, it was ainmed at stinulating an



interest in flying anong the younger generation and cultivating an
aviation culture in the future generation.

Dr Ling said the Mal aysian Experinental Aircraft Association and the
various flying clubs were | ooking into the ways in which the tough rules

coul d be rel axed.
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