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Corruption: Two States issue directives

Freddie Ng; A Hafiz Yatim

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Taking the cue fromacting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi mwho had outlined the Governnment's seriousness in combating
corruption, the heads of two State Governnents issued new directives today
on the decl aration of assets.

Mal acca Chief M nister Datuk Abu Zahar Isnin ordered his two new State
Executive Coucillors to declare their assets within one nonth, while
Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon went a step further and
directed even the two nmunicipal presidents in the State to nmake simlar
decl arati ons.

Anwar had sai d yesterday the Governnment has sent out a clear signal on
its stand on corruption.

In Penang, the order was issued to the Penang |sland Muni ci pal Counci
and Seberang Prai Minicipal Council presidents.

Koh said this was necessary as the two council presidents were
politicians and State Assenbl ynmen hol di ng executive positions in the
Gover nnent .

The MPPP president is Dr Teng Hock Nan who is the Assenbl ynman for Kebun
Bunga while MPSP i s headed by Penanti Assenbl yman Daud Taha.

Speaking to reporters during the State Assenbly |unch break, Koh said
however, that he would not ask the Penang Water Authority chairnman
Per mat ang Pasir State Assenbl yman Ahnmad Saad to do |ikew se as the
position was non-executi ve.

Koh sai d he had today received the declaration of assets fromthe newest
menber of the State Executive Council, Penaga Assenbl yman Azhar | brahi m
who was appoi nted on May 1

Koh said with Azhar's declaration, he now held the declaration of assets
of the entire State Executive Council

On whet her the declarati ons woul d be made available to the Anti -
Corrupti on Agency, he said he would do so if there was a request fromthe
agency.

Koh said, however, that he mght in the neantine, send a set of the
decl arations to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad or his
deputy Anwar who is currently the Acting Prime M nister

In Mal acca, Abu Zahar said the State Committee chairman for Education
and Rel i gi ous Devel opnent Datuk Sharif Ml Drus, and State Conmittee
chairman for Agriculture and Rural Devel opnent Datuk Ahmad Hanzah, woul d
be given a nonth to declare their assets.

"This shows that the State Governnment is serious about preventing abuse
of power," he said after chairing the State Exco neeting at his office in
Seri Negeri .

The two Exco menbers took their oath of office before the Yang di-Pertua
Negeri Tun Syed Ahrmad Shahabuddi n on May 27.

Sharif replaces Datuk Md' mi n Abdul Aziz who has been appointed the State
Commi ttee chairman for Housing and Local Governnent whil e Ahmad repl aces
Dat uk Noordi n Yaani who has taken over the portfolio of Youth, Sports and
Fami |y Devel opnent.

Meanwhi |l e, two others who retained their portfolios include State
Conmittee chairman for Health, Manpower and Consuner Affairs Datuk Wra
Gan Boon Leong and Culture, Tourismand Environnent, Datuk Poh Ah Ti am

Abu Zahar, besides holding the post of Chief Mnister, is also the State
Conmittee chairman for Land, Finance and Econoni ¢ Devel opnent.



Dat uk Sahar Arpan who previously held the post of State Conmittee
chai rman for Science, Technol ogy and Envi ronnent has been dropped.

Sahar had clainmed trial on Monday to three counts of corruption relating
to applications for two plots of land he allegedly approved in 1994 and
1995.

Meanwhi | e, the DAP wel coned the Government's nove to check corruption.
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