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Al at as- Corruption
CORRUPTI ON CAN LEAD TO CIVIL WAR, WARNS ANTI - GRAFT CRUSADER

By: Azman U ang

KUALA LUMPUR, June 8 (Bernamm) -- Dr Syed Hussein Al atas has waged a
virtually one-man battle against corruption in Ml aysia for over 40 years
and can be counted as its earliest crusader

As early as in the 1950s, he wote a series of newspaper articles to
create awareness in society about corruption and this was followed by
several books on the scourge, the first one in 1968 under the title "The
Soci ol ogy of Corruption”.

Dr Alatas would be the first to adnit that all the warnings he wote in
his articles and books about corruption have largely fallen on deaf ears
as the stories about people living well beyond their official income have
beconme an open secret in a country jolted by its spectacul ar econonic
success especially in the past decade.

But it remains a subject close to the heart of this forner politician
and one time vice-chancellor of the University of Ml aya. Recently, he
received a pleasant surprise when Transparency International, a
Berl i n-based organisation conmitted to creating awareness agai nst
corruption worl dw de, appointed himto its Governing Board

The appoi ntmrent could not have been nore opportune, coming as it did in
the wake of the Mal aysian governnent current crackdown on corruption in
hi gh pl aces, backed up by the political will of both Prine Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim who have
sent out a clear signal on the government's stand against corruption anong
politicians and adm ni strators.

" | amvery delighted that at long last, the problem of corruption in
Mal aysia is recognised,”" he told Bernama in an interview here, obviously
referring to stepped-up action by the Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) in the
past weeks against politicians, and others reportedly in the pipeline

" One of the nost serious effects of corruption if left to grow
mal i gnantly for a country |like Malaysia is civil war," warned the 69-year
old professor in no uncertain terns.

Asked if the civil wars and anarchy which have becone a conmon
occurrence in many African countries is the result of corruption, Dr Syed
Hussein said: "Absolutely. This is exactly what | nmean."

A civil war spawned by corrption may not take place overnight but it
may take decades before it becones apparent.

He said in Malaysia, the effects of corruption had al so beconme all too
apparent in such occurrences like the massive traffic jans, floods, housing
cal | apse, pot-holes, bad construction, industrial accidents and road
acci dents.

"I could go on and on..... ", he added.

The imediate debilitating effect of corruption is lowering the quality
of life, standards of |iving, confusion of noral values and the emnergence
of false |leadership in society.

In his view, the problem of corruption is nultifarious and it has a

deep influence through the entire sectors of social life.

"It is either the nbost stupid or the nost evil |eader who does not
recogni se the problem of corruption,” he said again taking Africa as an
exanpl e.

He said to build up the nmomentum generated by the current crackdown,
the first thing to do is to nobilise and gal vani se public opinion against
corruption.



Dr Syed Hussein proposed that Umo organise a conference on corruption
whi ch could be followed by other conponent parties of the Barisan Nasiona
as well as by nobilising Menbers of Parlianent and State Assenbl ynen for
simlar purposes.

Such conferences would be a trenendous boost for public noral e against
corruption and it would show the governnent's seriousness to conmbat this
"nost inportant evil" in human society.

Dr Syed Hussein hailed the proposed | aw expected to be tabled in
Parliament later this year to enpower the ACA to forfeit the property of
suspects who cannot account for their wealth as well as stiffer fines
agai ns those found guilty of corrupt practices.

"This is a very good nove because the burden of proof will now rest
with them (the suspects),"” he said.

Dr Syed Hussein agreed that the ACA needed to be beefed up but said
i ncreased manpower should nean nore people to do the investigation work per
se because the agency was being given too many "ad-hoc cases" to be
i nvesti gat ed.

The ACA should al so be independent in selecting cases for
i nvestigations and its annual report should provide details of its
i nvestigations but wthout disclosing the identities of people under probe
instead of just giving statistics |ike at present.

The ACA being accountable to Parlianment should furnish these details,
such as by explaining why certain cases were dropped because statistical
reports were inadequate.

Dr Syed Hussein also called for equally tough neasures against
corruption in the private sector as nost of those now under probe by the
agency appeared to be civil servants and public officials.

" Now that we are serious about the problem to seriously tackle or to
curb corruption, you can't go into a battle w thout being serious about the
weapons. You can't go into a battle without a strong political will to
fight," he said. -- BERNAMVA
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