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Council steps up efforts to enhance bilateral ties

Cssi e Raj

THE Australia Ml aysi a Busi ness Council (AMBC) is stepping up its efforts
to pronote bilateral trade and investnent with a series of seninars,

meeti ngs and social functions to pronote the i dea anong the Australian
community to venture into Malaysia - the gateway to Asia.

There is little doubt anbng Australians that Malaysia is an idea
springboard to regional markets catering for hundreds of mllions of
peopl e in Asia.

The 300-nenber AMBC i s encouraged by the support it is getting fromthe
Australian Governnent as illustrated by the nunber of successful
mnisterial visits between Australia and Ml aysi a.

Both the Australian Deputy Prinme Mnister and Trade M nister TimFischer
and Foreign M nister Al exander Downer as well as Education M nister
Senat or Amanda Vanst one have gi ven consi derabl e focus to the Ml aysi an
rel ati onshi p.

AMBC national president Paul Mcdintock, while pleased with the way his
council is functioning, is obviously disappointed that Prine M nister John
Howard has not been able to schedule a visit to Malaysia this year.

No doubt this is also a disappointnment for Howard who is keen to return
a visit nmade by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in March
| ast year, soon after Howard's big election victory.

Mcd intock, a former Howard advi ser, now expects a Howard visit to Kual a
Lurnpur early next year.

AMBC is looking forward to the visit as there is an understanding with
the Prime Mnister's office in Canberra that the business council wll be
given an opportunity to organise trade and i nvestnent activities around
Howard's visit.

More inmportantly, the Australian business people would dearly like to
see an official visit to this country by O Mahathir.

AMBC is working with its Mal aysian counterpart - the Ml aysia Australia
Busi ness Council- to encourage Dr Mahathir to cone to Australia where he
i s assured of a warm wel cone.

McC i ntock, the chairman of Plutonic Resources Ltd, the Ml aysian M ning
Cor por ati on-backed bl ue chip gold mner, says sone differences renmain
between Australia and Mal aysia on the role Australia should play in the
Asi an region.

However, these differences have been dealt with professionally and do
not appear to be disrupting the warnth of the general rel ationship.

He wants his business council to encourage a continuing di al ogue on
these i ssues to see whether they can be resol ved.

The backbone of the national AMBC is its state chapters of which
Victoria, under the | eadership of M V.T. Lingam is the best known,
havi ng organi sed nunerous trade and i nvestment mni ssions to Mal aysia over
several years.

Li ngam a successful entrepreneur, is well known to the Mnister for
International Trade and | ndustry, Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

He nmakes frequent trips to Malaysia fromhis base in Ml bourne to help
facilitate joint venture deals.

The Queensl and chapter, spearheaded by Mal aysian nillionaires Peter Yeoh
Ti ong Yong (president) and Maha Si nnat hanmby (vi ce-president), is doing an
excel lent job of developing a high-profile group of Queensl and busi ness
people to pronote bilateral trade.



They have easy access to the State Prem er Rob Borbi dge and ot her
mnisters as well as the State Opposition Leader Peter Beattie who is
tipped to win office in the next state el ection

I n Adel ai de, accountant W nston Pestana, a nenber of the fanous
Mal aysi an rugby famly, was recently elected president for the fifth year

Pestana is actively involved with the South Autralian Governnment in
keepi ng the business community inforned on the nerits and rewards in
i nvesting i n Mal aysi a.

Pest ana has cl ose contacts with the State Government of Prem er John
d sen.

Not much is heard fromthe New South Wal es, Western Australian and
Northern Territory chapters, but it is believed that they are active in
pronoting trade and i nvestnent in Ml aysi a.

The Northern Territory has a strong relationship with Sabah, Sarawak as
wel | as Peninsul ar Mal aysi a.

Mal aysia and Australia are fortunate to have dedi cated and hard-wor ki ng
Hi gh Commi ssioners in Canberra and Kual a Lunpur respectively who are
keenly interested in encouragi ng busi ness between the two friendly
countri es.

Australian H gh Commi ssioner Bob Cotton recently visited npst state
capital cities in Australia, telling business and professionals of the
wonderful investnent opportunities avail able in Ml aysia.

He was npst ent husiastic about the remarkabl e and i npressive devel opnent
and progress that is so evident in Mlaysia.

Cotton, who had served in Ml aysia as Deputy H gh Conmi ssi oner about 10
years ago, said Australian business people should be aware of the speed
Mal aysia was travelling down the industrialisation track. His briefings
were wel | - attended.

Mal aysi an Hi gh Commi ssioner in Canberra, Dato Adnan Gt hnman is out and
about in the vast continent of Australia, whipping up interest anong the
Australians for his "bel oved Mal aysi a".

He is a popular and willing speaker at sem nars, business |uncheons and
ot her events.

Yest erday, Adnan flew to Mel bourne from Canberra to neet business and
corporate | eaders before attending a grand di nner organi sed by the AMBC
Victoria, to mark the 40th anniversary of Ml aysia' s i ndependence.

It was be held at the Ml aysi an- owned Eden on the Park Hotel.

Ent ert ai nnent wasprovi ded by dancers from Chandrabhanu' s Bhar at am Dance
Conpany and traditional Ml ay dances by students from Monash University.
AMBC nati onal president McCOintock is confident his organisation wll
continue to growwi th the support it is receiving fromseveral quarters

i ncludi ng | eadi ng busi ness houses in Australia.

"There is no reason why the AMBC shoul d not be one of the | argest and
nost successful of the bilateral councils in Australia," he says.

There is no doubt this will be achieved in the next couple of years.
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