14/ 05/ 1997
Country can do with nore “people-friendly' roads

Y. Yamada
MY job has given ne a nunber of opportunities to visit Ml aysia.

| even had the chance to work in Kuala Lunmpur for three years from 1983
to 1986.

Then, | returned to Japan to take up an administrative post in a private
col | ege.

Mal aysia's |lush greenery, the beautiful city of Kuala Lunpur, highways
planted with rows of nature trees, the clean and beautiful kanmpung houses
on the outskirts of the city, always cane back to m nd

As | was getting bored with ny job, a friend of mne invited ne to work
as a translator in Kuala Lunpur.

| packed ny bags and headed for the city I |oved.

It was not an easy job. First, | had to set up a conpany.

Secondly, various approvals had to be obtained and that was potentially
tedious and tine consum ng. Maybe it was nmy enthusiasmthat notivated ne;
| did not feel any pressure at all

Wthin a nonth, everything was conpl eted. Thanks to the governnent
departnents concerned for | ending a hel pi ng hand.

That was only the start.

Marketing is an inportant aspect of obtaining translation work and | had
to visit potential clients.

It was a good thing that | was able to set up a nunber of appointnents
in a single day and knowing that it would be difficult to get parking
space, | started using taxis but that was where the problens started.

It was difficult to get a taxi. Wien | finally nanaged to stop one, the
poor old driver had to face horrendous jans.

In the end, | could only attend half of the appointnments nade.

During nmy earlier stay in Kuala Lunpur, there were no such problens at
all. It was with some sadness that | continued ny daily routine, but the
good points of the country nade up for this feeling.

I found the Malaysian lifestyle, living conditions, interpersona

relationships and the price of goods attractive.

It may not be true to say that | amnot suited to the Tokyo way of life,
but I must say | find Malaysia to be a better country.

I encountered traffic jams nearly every day, but | was still able to
complete ny termand returned to Japan again

| have found a new job which takes ne to Malaysia four to five tines a
year.

My friends and | feel that it would be nice if Ml aysian roads could be
made nore "people friendly". The traffic situation, especially in Kual a
Lunpur, is getting frombad to worse each tinme | visit Ml aysia.

It is surprising to see the nunber of vehicles on the road during rush
hour and the pollution that has been caused.

Acconpanyi ng the country's astoni shing econom c growth has been the
tremendous rise in the nunber of vehicles on the road, but if observed
carefully, about 80 per cent of the vehicles have only one occupant and
this may be the main reason for the congestion

Maybe, a nore effective signalling systemis needed.

The Mal aysi an Governnment is investing a huge sumof nobney to inprove its
infrastructure. The new international airport in Sepang will be opened in
t he near future

Traffic problens may not be easy to solve and nay be the price to pay



for devel opnent, but | sincerely believe that Malaysia will become an
i ndustrialised nation, |oved by people around the worl d.

And let's hope that never again will Ml aysians be faced with traffic
woes and congestion, thanks to the able | eadership of Prinme M nister Datuk

Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhanad and the hard work of his resourceful bureaucrats
and citizens.

Y. Yanada
Tokyo
( END)
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