25 JUL 1997
Court-ElA
COURT FI XES AUG 8 FOR MENTI ONI NG OF ElI A CASE

KUALA LUMPUR, July 25 (Bernamm) -- The Sessions Court here today fixed
Aug 8 to nention the case involving the devel oper of Ukay Perdana housing
project charged with three counts of flouting conditions of the
Envi ronnent al | npact Assessnment (EIA) report.

Judge Hue Siew Khen adjourned the case after granting a request for
anot her nmention date by defence counsel Mihammad Shafee Abdullah, who is
representing |katan Rapi Sdn Bhd

In his application, Shafee said there was a possibility that the case
m ght be settled without any trial proceedings.

On June 6, lkatan Rapi, represented by its director Suhaimnmy Husin
pl eaded not guilty to the charge of failing to furnish sufficient proof
that three conditions attached to the EIA report pertaining to prescribed
activities were being conplied with at its project site

The conditions were related to topography, felling of trees, exposed
sl opes and suspended solid |evel

| katan Rapi, owned by Capital Advance Consolidated Sdn Bhd, a
subsidiary of Larut Consolidated Bhd, is alleged to have conmitted the
of fences at Lot 1341, Hulu Klang, at about 12 noon on Jan 20

The devel oper is charged under Section 34A (7) of the Environnental
Quality Act 1974 (Amendnent 1996) which carries a maxi mum fine of RMLOO, 000
or five years' jail or both, upon conviction

The environmental damage at the project site canme to light after Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad spotted the bare hill at the
project site froma helicopter.

The Cabi net subsequently directed the Housing and Local Governnent
Mnistry to investigate the land clearing works at the site
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