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Cracki ng down on corruption

ANYONE who had doubts about Ummo's seriousness in getting rid of
corruption, nmoney politics and abuse of power within the party will now
think again. The stern action taken against the two senior Wanita Umo

| eaders by the party's suprene council on Thursday was no token gesture
but a firmdecision nmade by the party | eaders after investigations had
been carried out and di scussions have taken place at the highest party

| evel . Fornmer Umo Wanita treasurer Siti Zai nab Abu Bakar was al so
relieved of her deputy minister post at the Primary Industries Mnistry.
Her nenbership in Umo, as well as that of former Umo Wanita secretary
Senat or Habshah Gsman, was al so suspended with i nmedi ate effect.

It was a clear signal to other |eaders who have been invol ved in corrupt
practices or who have abused the power given by the people and the party
that their turn will cone. It was a loud and cl ear nessage to themthat
crinme and betrayal will not be condoned. The two senior Wanita | eaders
were not isolated cases, either. Yesterday, the Sel angor Gover nnment
dropped Datuk Mohd Aini Taib and S.S. Rajagopal fromits executive counci
and this week al one an Umo strongnman in Ml acca, together with a forner
aide of the state's Menteri Besar, had been dragged to court on corruption
charges. This year, Tan Sri Mihammad Muhd Tai b resigned as Menteri Besar
of Sel angor and ceased to function as Umo vice president and suprene
council menber, to face charges of failing to declare foreign currencies
worth RM2.4 nillion when | eaving the Brisbane International Airport for
New Zeal and | ast Decenber. He has since been replaced by Datuk Abu Hassan
Omar, a veteran politician who is said and seen to be clean. The party has
al so announced earlier this year that investigati ons were being carried
out on eight party officials in several states.

When the call to address the growh of nmoney-politics was first made by
the Umo | eadership, many did not waste tine nor the opportunity to
politicise the issue. For nost critics, it could not have been nore than a
token fight against a socio-political cancer that was sure to spread and
destroy the foundations of the party frominside. At the |ast party
el ections, the efforts agai nst noney-politics were intensified although
the net was not spread early or wi de enough to catch every crooked fish in
the pond. As Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, the Umo
president, said, not all who were allowed to stand for the party el ection
were necessarily clean. Since then, the fight agai nst corruption, noney-
politics and abuse of power has been stepped up. State Governnents that
"cheat ed" the people were exposed and officials who took bribes of even
RML, 000 have been arrested to face the nusic.

That the country's largest and nost influential political party is
taki ng these nmeasures to clean itself up of negative practices should be a
good sign for the country. Sooner rather than later, this stand agai nst
corruption and abuse of power should be adopted by other parties as well -
not just political entities but al so non-governnental organisations,
charities, schools, associations, societies, fanmlies and private sector
corporations. The initiative to weed out negative el ements and i nfl uences
that coul d weaken an organi sati on nust be commended and enul at ed.

I nst ances of how corruption have destroyed busi ness organi sati ons and
governnents are many, and they happen not just in poor or devel opi ng
countries although foreign reports have sonmehow associ ated big-tine
corruption only with Third World countri es.



In an enptional plea to the party to reject noney politics, Dr Mahathir
had said that corruption would corrupt every stratumof the party if it
was everybody does not take part in helping to check the mal practice. On
Thursday, he again made the appeal for unequivocal support for the party's
measur es agai nst corruption, even if these neasures involve "our friends".
It will take a ot of effort, tough decisions and heartaches to rid off
the negative elenents in any organisation, and that will be the test of
every nmenber and, by extension, every Ml aysian.
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