14/ 08/ 1997

Creating awareness of l|iver diseases

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - One in every nine Malaysians carries viral hepatitis,
of ten unknowi ngly, and one of every 25 carriers passes it on to others.

Each year, up to 25,000 Mal aysians are infected with hepatitis B - a
virus nmuch nore infectious than HV - and these peopl e have 100 ti nes
greater chance of developing liver cancer than those not infected.

It was because of this lack of awareness of liver and liver-rel ated
di seases that the Ml aysi an Liver Foundation was registered in April |ast
year.

The non-profit organi sation, of which the patron is Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad, | ooks to education of the public on early
di agnosi s and treatnment of such di seases, as the main way to curb the
probl em

The foundation al so hol ds exhi bitions, forums and seninars, and
di stributes panphlets to create awareness on prevention and care.

M.F also ains to help train doctors to be nore effective in dealing with
such di seases, to conduct research in the field, and to help patients and
fam |l ies cope.

It is estimated that about 2.5 million Ml aysians have viral hepatitis.
About 90 per cent of l|iver cancer diagnosed in carriers in Mlaysia have
been linked to viral hepatitis.

Li ver cancer has been one of the top seven causes of cancer locally for
the past 10 years, and is ranked ei ghth among the npst commbn cancers seen
in Mal aysi an mal es in 1995.

Statistics fromthe Kuala Lunpur Hospital's Bl ood Transfusion Unit
i ndi cate that about 1.7 per cent and 0.3 per cent of blood donors in 1995
have been found to be hepatitis B and hepatitis C carriers, respectively.

M.F' s board of trustees includes Tun Mohamed Hanif Onmar, Datuk Paduka Dr
Sal eha Mohd Ali and Sungei WAy Group president Tan Sri Dr Jeffrey Cheah
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