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Cross-channel link for Penang to airport

A. Kat hirasen

PENANG, Fri. - Once the proposed superhi ghway and new cross-channel |ink
are operational, mleage and travelling time fromthe proposed new airport
to Penang woul d be cut down.

The length it would take to travel fromthe new airport to Georgetown
woul d be 26kmor a 20-minute drive at average speed.

It will 40 mnutes to travel the 50km from Bayan Lepas I ndustrial Park
to the airport.

The new highway is planned for conpletion before the proposed airport is
conpl eted. The airport is expected to be ready in eight to 10 years.

Presenting a blueprint of the proposed |inkages at a news conference
today, Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said several options for the
new hi ghway and bridge |inkage woul d be sel ected, depending on the
feasibility and environnmental inpact assessnent studies.

The proposed northern region international airport, to be built on a
man- nade island, will straddl e the Penang and Kedah borders.

Al t hough the configurations are now uncertain as to how nuch of the
reclainmed | and or proposed airport would be in Penang, Koh said the
ai rport would be "many times" bigger than the Bayan Lepas |nternationa
Airport even after its present expansion.

"Being the second largest airport in the country," Koh said, "it would
facilitate nore international flights into the region, provide greater
passenger and cargo capacity and greater prosperity for Penang."

He was responding to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s
statenment that the Bayan Lepas International Airport in Penang would have
to be cl osed down and used for other purposes.

Dr Mahathir had said in Jitra yesterday that as conpensation for closing
down the Bayan Lepas airport, the major reclamation work to be carried out
of f the Kedah coast woul d be extended to cover Penang as well.

The new multi-mllion ringgit |inkages will be built for easy access to
air passengers and cargo facility users, especially fromthe industria
est ates.

This was to ensure that even if the Bayan Lepas International Airport
was cl osed, there woul d al ways be an airport to service Penang. Koh said
Penang island would be linked directly to the new airport by a new
super hi ghway |inked by a bridge or an undersea tunnel.

He said he was glad for Penang that the Prinme M nister had accepted the
proposal to have part of the proposed new international airport |located in
Penang, |inking Georgetown and Penang island directly to the new airport.

Koh submitted the proposal to Dr Mahathir on July 24, a few days after
the Prime Mnister returned fromhis two-nonth vacati on abroad.

However, Koh said his proposal had been planned nuch earlier.

Asked if he had discussed it with Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi
Juni d, Koh said "Yes" but declined to say what Sanusi's reaction was.

Asked about the Bayan Lepas International Airport and the announced pl an
to spend RMLOO million on its expansion, Koh said this would continue.

The construction of the new Mal aysia Airport Bhd air cargo conpl ex and
the extension of the passenger terminal at the aiport will also continue
as schedul ed

On whet her the Bayan Lepas International Airport would be closed and to
what use it would be put in that eventuallity, Koh replied:

"I't may or may not be closed down. There will be new uses and there are



several possibilities," he said. "But definitely, the airport will be used
at least for the next eight to 10 years."

The Bayan Lepas airport was built in 1935. Today, it has 10 aircraft
par ki ng aprons abl e to acconmodat e Boei ng 747s. Ni ne passenger airlines
and 10 cargo airlines use the airport.

Last year, 2.9 mllion passengers used the airport and 101, 000 tonnes of
cargo passed through it.

Asked if the possible closing of the Bayan Lepas airport was a setback

for himand the State, Koh said: "I respect the Prine Mnister's
deci sion.”

Pressed for his feelings about the airport's closure, Koh said: "As a
Penangite, | feel sad that a facility that has so | ong been i n Penang may

be closed. But ny feeling is secondary.”
(END)
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