09 APR 1997

CUBAN FORI EGN M NI STER ARRI VES FCR FI VE- DAY VISIT

KUALA LUMPUR -- Cuban Foreign Mnister Roberto Robaina arrived here
Wednesday for a five-day official visit, the first by a high-ranking
official of the Castro administration.

Robai na, who is touring Asian countries, was nmet on arrival at the
Sul tan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport by senior Foreign Mnistry
of ficials.

H's visit reciprorates that nade by Information M nister Mhaned Rahnat
to Cuba last February in his capacity as National Front secretary-general.

Mal aysi a and Cuba have no diplomatic ties and Mhaned's visit was seen
as a nove towards that.

Tonorrow Robaina will call on the Prime Mnister Dr Mahathir Mhanad.
Robai na and his Ml aysi an counterpart Abdullah Ahnad Badawi are
schedul ed for talks on Friday. -- BERNAVA
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