15/ 12/ 1997
Cuepacs: Review decision to freeze increnent
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CUEPACS i s appealing to the Government to reconsider inposing the freeze
on category A and B governnent officers' annual increnents, as announced
by Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimin Parlianent |ast
Monday, its secretary-general, Encik Siva Subramani am sai d yesterday.

"Alot of people will be affected by this nmove," he told reporters after
co-chairing a neeting with Cuepacs' president, Encik Mohamad Mat Jid, at
the its headquarters in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

"These two categories involve about 400,000 civil servants. This is a
| arge nunber of people who will be affected. This is the problem" he
said, adding that the affected people will take hone | ess pay if the
freeze on their annual increnments is inplenented.

"The civil sector already receives |ower salaries as conpared to the
private sector. On top of that, they will only get one nonth bonus," Siva
said. "W therefore appeal to the Governnment not to touch the civi
sector." "Cuepacs, the Congress of Unions of Enpl oyees in the Public and
Private Sector, will therefore seek a neeting with Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad and Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahimin order to discuss the matter," he added.

Anwar, who is also Finance M nister, announced a freeze on salary
increments for Government officials in the top nanagenent group and
categories A and B until economy fulll recovers fromthe sl owdown.

He al so announced a 10 per cent paycut for Cabinet mnisters and deputy
mnisters, while Menbers of Parliament will have their allowances cut by 3
per cent.

Meanwhi | e, Mohanad Mat Jid said a freeze on increments will be greatly
felt because it also includes pensions and gratuity.

As an alternative, Cuepacs suggested that the matrix sal ary schedul e,
whi ch was introduced under the new regul ati ons system 1992, be abol i shed
as it was regarded as burdensome on the CGovernnent.
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