14/ 06/ 1997

Cul tural accord signed as basis for annual day

A CULTURAL agreenent was signed on Thursday by the Culture mnisters from
the D-8 countries to provide the framework to organi se an annual cultura
day in each of the countries.

The agreenent called for the setting up of a joint committee to carry
out cultural exchange progranmes and other related activities.

The ministers agreed to increase cultural exchanges, to organi se annua
academ ¢ neetings where i ssues of socio-economc equality will be
di scussed and to protect cultural val ues.

One of the nobst inportant points of the declaration was the resol ution
on repeating culture and art festivals |ike the first one this year in
I stanbul .

Fourteen Mal aysi an senior officials attended the fourth comm ssion-1I evel
neeti ng whi ch ended yest er day.

Meanwhi l e, Prime M nster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad will arrive here
from London tonorrow with Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohaned Ali to attend
the sumit.

After the pre-council neeting, he is scheduled to call on Prof Dr
Necnettin Erbakan at the hotel at 6pm (11pm Mal aysia tine) before
receiving a courtesy call fromthe Bangl adeshi Prinme M nister Sheikh
Hasi na

He will attend a state dinner hosted by the President Demirel for heads
of governnents and summit del egates at the Dol mabahce Pal ace Gardens or
Beyl er beyi Pal ace.

Dr Mahathir will attend the sunmmit neeting when the President is
schedul ed to gi ve an openi ng speech.

A lunch will be hosted by Erbakan on board two cruise ships during a
tour of the Bosphorus.

Dr Mahathir is also scheduled to witness the ground breaki ng cerenony of
the Istanbul Metro City Project and the signing cerenony of the summt
decl arati on.

He will call on Demirel on Sunday. On Monday he will call on Pakistan
Prime M nister Nawaz Sharif and I ndonesia's President Suharto. Dr Mahathir
is scheduled to depart on the sane day for Beirut.
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