03/ 02/ 1997
Cur bi ng dadah abuse i n nightspots (HL)

M m Syed Yusof; Chong Chee Seong

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - N ghtspot owners and managers whose preni ses are used
to peddl e dadah are liable to be charged with trafficking while users of
Ecstasy pills will be whi pped under separate anmendnments to the Dangerous
Drug Act 1952 and Poi sons Act 1952, respectively.

This was disclosed today by Deputy Home M nister Datuk Seri Megat Junid
Megat Ayub and Health M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng.

The amendnment to the DDA will be tabled at next month's Parlianent
sitting while the Health Mnistry is expected to subnmit its
reconmendati ons to anmend the Poi sons Act to the Cabinet within three
nont hs.

In Tel uk I ntan, Megat Junid said ni ghtspot owners would be charged with
trafficking i f patrons were caught with dadah on their preni ses.

"We do not want traffickers to use these outlets to distribute dadah
|ike Ecstasy pills.

"There is no clause under the DDA to charge those found col |l aborating
with traffickers," Megat Junid told reporters after the breaking of fast
at Masjid Kanpung Bukit Chawi, near here, |ast night.

He was conmenting on a report by the police's Narcotics Departnent that
nmore than 20 ni ghtspots in Kuala Lunpur had been used by the patrons to
traffic in Ecstasy pills and indul ge i n dadah abuse.

Last week, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhanad war ned t hat
ni ght spot owners woul d be regarded as col |l aborators in dadah trafficking
if they did not make any effort to stop dadah frombeing sold on their
preni ses.

Megat Junid sai d nost ni ghtspot owners and nanagers were aware of the
use of dadah on their prem ses but chose to ignore the problem

Duri ng several raids at nightspots in the Klang Valley in recent nonths,
police had to | eave wi thout apprehending the traffickers as they would
throw the psychotropic pills on the floor.

By doing so, the traffickers avoi ded bei ng charged w th possessi on of
the drug under section 39B of the DDA which carries the nandatory death
sent ence.

On some 20,000 foreigners reportedly just waiting to slip into the
country al ong the Ml aysi an- Thai border in Kel antan, Megat Junid said the
authorities were ready for them

"W won't be conplacent during the festive season,” he said, adding the
army and police would step up surveillance al ong the Ml aysi an- Thai
bor der.

He added that the authorities would maintain the pressure on the
estimated one million illegal immgrants who had i gnored two amesties
of fered by the Governnent.

(The Governnent had initially given the foreigners up to Dec 31, 1996
to register with the Task Force on Foreign Wrkers. However, fewer than
500, 000 responded, pronpting the Governnent to offer a second amesty,
whi ch expired on Saturday, whereby they are allowed to | eave the country
wi t hout bei ng prosecuted subject to certain conditions).

Megat Junid said: "The operations will be conducted day and night. W
wi I | make house calls and check ni ghtspots to weed out these aliens."

The Governnent believes Ml aysi ans, including conpanies, will no | onger
risk employing illegal inmgrants followi ng the introduction of stiffer
penal ties such as mandatory jail sentence and whi ppi ng.



In Miar, Chua said there was a wi de gap between the DDA and the Poi sons
Act in so far as penalties were concerned for dadah abuse.

"Currently, the maxi mum penalty for cases involving ephedrine, which is
the main conponent in Ecstasy pills, is a fine of Rvb, 000 or inprisonment
up to two years, or both."

Chua said the ministry was proposing to introduce stiffer penalties,

i ncl udi ng whi ppi ng for dadah abusers especially those taking Ecstasy
pills.

Ephedrine is a controlled itemand is |listed as a poi son under the
Poi sons List Order 1993.

"The adverse effects of ephedrine include giddi ness, headache, nausea,
vom ting, sweating, palpitations, restlessness and insomia, with | arge
doses causi ng paranoi d psychosi s, delusion and hal |l uci nati ons.

"Ecstasy pills are not registered with the Drug Control Authority, and
in all cases where the pills are abused, it has been found that they are
froman illegal source," Chua said.

He was speaking to reporters after presenting 53 packets of goodies
val ued at RW4, 000, to the needy at the Bakri MCA service centre and the
MCA Bakri new vill age.
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