14/ 10/ 1997
Currency woes expected to be raised at CHOGM

Must apha Kami |

MALAYSI A's concerns on the adverse effects brought about by internationa
currency speculators is expected to be voiced in yet another internationa
forum the forthcom ng Conmonweal th Heads of Governnment Meeting (Chogm in
Edi nbur gh, Scot | and.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mdhamad who will head the
Mal aysi an del egation to the neeting, has been naned as the | ead speaker at
this year's neeting themed "Trade, |Investnment and Devel opnment - the Road
To Commonweal th Prosperity".

This year's Chogmwi ||l start with the Senior Oficials Meeting on
Oct ober 23, before the heads of governnent neeting begi nning Cctober 24.

Anpong those expected to rmake the Mal aysi an del egation will include
officials fromthe Foreign Mnistry, the Mnistry of International Trade
and Industry, the Prime Mnister's special envoy to the Commonweal th
M nisterial Action Goup (CMAG Tan Sri Miusa Hitamand t he executive
chai rman of Sukom 98 Bhd, General Tan Sri Hashi m Mohd Ali.

Briefing reporters on the neeting yesterday, Foreign Mnistry secretary
general Datuk Abdul Kadir Mhamad said by virtue of hosting this year's
Chogm Britain's Queen Elizabeth Il will speak at the opening cerenpny on
Cct ober 24.

In previous Chogns, although she was usually in attendance, there was no
function where the Queen spoke.

British Prime Mnister Tony Blair will deliver the wel com ng speech, to
which the Indian Prinme Mnister, Inder Kumar Gujral will reply to.

Meanwhi | e, suspension of N geria fromthe Conmonweal th menbership is
expected to be discussed when the CMAG presents its findings of the
country's state of affairs at the Edi nburgh neeting

bservers expect an extension of Nigeria' s suspension as General San
Abacha's Governnment's tinetable for remedial actions are not inline with
that required by the Commonweal t h.

In the last Chogmin Auckland two years ago, Nigeria' s mlitary
governnent was found to have contravened the Harare Principles which
broadly touches governance.

It was allowed two years to return to free elections pending which its
menbership in the Commonweal th was suspended.

It is understood, however, that Lagos has been actively | obbying for
support to return to the Commonweal t h.

Meanwhil e, Sierra Leone's existing governnment which was installed
t hrough a coup has al so been banned fromattendi ng the neeting.

Instead, Britain has invited the country's ousted | eader, Ahmad Tej an
Kabbah to attend as a special guest.
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