13/ 02/ 1997
Curtailing all unhealthy activity is right

Ajit Singh Jessy

| refer to the intervieww th the Chief Mnister of Penang on Radio 3

Pul au Pi nang, Apa Khabar Y.A B. The Chief Mnister stated that if night-
spots are closed at the State's whins and fancies then it would affect the
tourismindustry.

Firstly, I would Iike to know which nightspots is he tal ki ng about ?

Secondly, has he or any of his officials carried out a survey of the
ni ght spots before maki ng such a sweeping statenment? Thirdly, how nmany
tourists were interviewed or their views obtained prior to making such a
statenment ?

If the Chief Mnister were to visit the nightspots in his own
constituency al ong Jal an Tanjong Tokong, and there are several, he wll
not find any tourist.

These dimy-lit nightspots are frequented by | ocals be they youth,
busi nessnmen, bad hats and even gays.

One thing the Chief Mnister would observe is that sonme of these
ni ghtspots are located right in the centre of residential areas.

How does he expect the residents to sleep early and be productive
wor kers when t he karaoke singing sessions |last until the wee hours of the
nmor ni ng?

Cars and notorcycles with | oud exhausts keep coning and going till early
nor ni ng.

Wi I st no one is against having entertai nment places, those in authority
shoul d exerci se care when maki ng statenents.

This State Governnment owes its political position to the majority of
ordinary | aw abiding citizens and thus shoul d stop panpering and j unpi ng
to the defence of nightclub owners.

It should pay nore attention and give greater weight to the opinion of
others, too. | would also like toinvite the Chief Mnister to visit sone
of the karaoke | ounges around CGeorgetown, sone of which are but a stone's
throw away fromhis office. It would be interesting to know how many
foreign tourists frequent such pl aces.

| believe the nmajority of the people in our country are with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad on the urgent need to check these
unheal thy activities.

If sone businesses have to be curtailed in order to achieve this
obj ective then that nust be done.

If those in possession of drugs can be hanged why can't places of
entertai nment that sustain and encourage such activities be required to
cl ose earlier or even shut down?

| was not the |east surprised to read in the NST of Feb 6, 1997 issue
that the patrons at a Sungai Petani nightspot had been tipped off about a
police raid.

It is this sort of thing that makes it inpossible to stanp out such
activities. Howis it that the authorities are always the last to know
where illegal or inmmoral activities are being carried out?

Does the Chief Mnister and his officials not know at which outlets
Ecstasy pills are easily avail abl e? Do not take the public for fools. Mst
peopl e in Penang either know or have heard about such spots.

The answer to tackling this social problemis not nerely determ nation
but a high dose of honesty fromthose sitting in their ivory towers.
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