17/ 04/ 1997
Custons practically graft free, says outgoing chief

Leslie Andres

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - A top Custons official today said he believed that
his departnent was "practically graft-free" despite being anong frontline
gover nnent agenci es dealing with the public.

Al t hough he did not deny that there were sone corrupt staff, but the
nunmber was snall, outgoing director-general Datuk Mohd Nor Abdul Ham d
sai d.

He said the collection of inport taxes over the years also increased, a
further testinony that the departnment did not have a problemw th corrupt
of ficers.

"Qur collection of inport duties had risen fromRML1. 97 billion in 1991
to RML7.67 billion in 1995, proving that the department was al nost graft-
free.

"This is further strengthened by the fact that very few officers are
i nvestigated by the Anti-Corruption Agency," said Mohd Nor.

He told this to reporters after handing over his duties to his forner
deputy Ahmad Padzli Mhyiddin at his office in Jalan Duta.

Last year, |less than 10 Custons officers were investigated by the ACA

O this nunber, three were detained and charged with corruption, he
sai d.

He supported Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad's plea to
CGovernnent departnents to be graft-free.

"Even before Dr Mahathir made his plea, the departnent had established
several progranmes to ensure that graft was not an issue.

"W had set up anti-corruption conmittees to ensure that this did not
happen. These committees exist at the Federal and State | evels,"” he added.

On whet her the department would follow the | ead of the Home Mnistry
which had said it would have its own network of "spies"” in the police and
| mmi gration Departnent, Mohd Nor said this was not necessary.

He said senior officers have the power to take action agai nst any of
t heir subordi nates whomthey suspect of being on the take.

"The departnent follows the principles set down by the Custons Co-
operation Council of the World Custons Organi sation in Arusha, Tanzani a on
July 7, 1993.

"The declaration is concerning integrity in Custons,” said Mohd Nor

The declaration states that one of the top priorities of any Gover nment
shoul d be to ensure that Custons is free fromcorruption

Meanwhi | e, Mohd Nor said Custonms officials had seized about RM2. 82
mllion worth of snmuggled itens in January and February this year.

The inmport duties on these itens, which include conpact discs, |iquor,
cars, cigarettes and el ectrical goods, totalled about RMA.08 mllion.
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